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Children’s Literature Collection
Part One: Genres (Books 1-25)
Easy Readers (Books 1-5):
	Boczkowski, Patricia (adapter) & Schultz, Charles :Friends Forever, Snoopy (Ready to Read) Illustrated by Charles Schultz,  Little Simon, 2001, 32 pages, $3.99 ISBN: 0-689-84597-9

	Genre: Easy to Read 

	Reading Level: 4-8 years old

	Subject:  Each tale of Snoopy and Charlie Brown remind us of the nature of friendships.  When Snoopy first gets wet during the rainstorm, Woodstock dries him up. Later, Snoopy will return the favor by making sure nobody gooses Woodstock for Thanksgiving Dinner. Once in a while, friends behave in disappointing. One example was when Woodstock invites Snoopy to play ice hockey; however, Snoopy gets assigned as the Zamboni driver instead of playing the game. On the flip side, Charlie Brown and his friends stick up for Snoopy when he is refused entry in the movie theatre because he is a dog. 

	Comments: This easy to read guide is formatted in a manner befitting of Charles Schultz comic strip. Naturally, Snoopy is the main character of the tale. Each page includes color pencil entries to provide a clear picture of Charlie Brown, Snoopy, Lucy, Woodstock, and their friends. The 5 line pages make it easy to comprehend in a mini chapter book format, every few pages focuses on a different aspect of friendship. 

	Resources

http://www.snoopy.com/  The official Snoopy site includes a comic strip library, ecard site, and fun activities.

	By the Same Author
Take a Hike, Snoopy! Little Simon, 2002
Snoopy Flying Ace to the Rescue(Peanuts Ready-to-Read Series 2) Little Simon, 2002


	Krensky, Stephen (adapter) & Milne, A.A. Winnie-the-Pooh and Some Bees: (Pooh ETR 1) (Easy to Read Puffin) Illustrated By: Ernest H. Shepard.  Dutton Children’s Books, 2001, 48 pages. $13.99 ISBN 0-525-46781-5

	Genre: Easy to Read

	Reading Level: 8-9 years old

	Subject:  Winnie the Pooh must draw on his courage to go through a bee’s nest to get the honey he craves. First, he unsuccessfully climbs up a tree. He then enlists on the help of his old friend Christopher Robin to achieve this objective. They draw up a plan of blowing up a blue balloon to hoist Pooh quickly up the nest.

	Comments: This book prepares children for transitional readers.  The watercolor illustrations adequately describe the scenes.  The pages have more numerous words, yet there is repetition of more difficult words.  Kremsky changes the font to italics to reveal Pooh’s thoughts of key events in the tale.  However, I don’t think children will find the goal of getting honey from the bee’s nest overly entertaining. Perhaps, some of Pooh’s adventures with Tigger would be more enjoyable.

	Resources

http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/milne.htm  This site includes links of bibliographical information of A.A Milne, oral readings of Winnie-the Pooh works, and fun games & activities.

	By the Same Author(s):

Winnie the Pooh 80th Anniversary Edition, Dutton Children’s Books, 2006

Tigger Comes to the Forest: Winnie the Pooh Easy-to-Read, Dutton Children’s Books, 2002

	Other Recommended Book:
Frog & Toad Together (I Can Read Picture Book), Arnold Lobel,  Harper Collins, 1972


	Lobel, Arnold. Frog and Toad Together. Harper Collins, 1972, 64 pages, $8.00
ISBN: 0-06-023959-X

	Genre: Easy to Read

	Reading Level: 5-7 years old

	Subject:  Lobel describes the time Frog and Toad spend together in mini chapters.  First, Toad makes a list of what he will accomplish for the day, but his plans get thwarted when the list blows away.  Frog helps him.  Next, they try to grow plants, but struggle with placing the seeds in the right place.  Afterwards, they try to find the will power not to eat too many cookies.  Later, they wonder if they are brave when a snake approaches them. Finally, Toad dreams of Frog being on stage and worries when he disappears.

	Comments: This story gives many ideas on how people can spend time together in enjoyable and inexpensive ways.  The tale can be easily read as a bedtime story since each page consists of 5-8 lines. Lobel draws attention to new terms like list, brave, seeds, cookies through repetition. The pages are mostly blank with pale green pencil and graphite. This actually puts greater focus on the storyline.  The dull murky shades incorporate the setting and features of the frogs and toads.

	

	Resources:
http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/arnoldlobel.htm
This Internet School Media Library site includes biographical information and lessons plans for the Frog and Toad Series.

	By the Same Author:

Owl at Home, Harper Collins, 1975
Frog and Toad All Year, Harper Collins, 1976

Mouse Soup, Harper Collins, 1977

	Awards:

1973 Newberry Honor Award

Reading Rainbow Award


	Parish, Herman. Amelia Bedelia, Bookworm. Illustrated by Lynn Sweet, Harper Collins, 2003, 63 pages, $3.99 ISBN: 0-06-051890-1


	Genre: transitional reader

	Reading Level: 6-9 years old

	Subject: Amelia Bedelia’s visit to the local public library ends up being a series of chaotic events.  Mrs. Page, the children’s librarian worries about her upcoming evaluation by Mrs. Cramer, the head librarian later in the day. Amelia wants to help Mrs. Page, but her attempts make matters worse.  Mrs. Page must address irritated children who did not receive bookmarks Amber made. She must also find Amber after she drives off in the bookmobile to purchase new items.  The situation gets further out of hand when Mrs. Cramer arrives.  

	Comments: This book is definitely a transitional reader.  There are more words on the page and many colloquialisms.  Adults must take time to explain certain expressions and their meanings before reading this book.  For example, the term “go by the book” means following the rules and not buying literary materials. Parish’s tale also provides a useful introduction of the inner workings of the library for first time visitors.

	Resources
http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/parish.htm  This Internet Media Library Resource also provides bibliographical information and lessons plans for the Amelia Bedelia series.  Even though there is not an exact reference for this exact work, the ideas can be adjusted for activities related to this tale.

	By the Same Author
Teach Us, Amelia Bedelia, Harper Collins, 2004
Calling Doctor, Amelia Bedelia, Harper Collins, 2002


	Seuss, Dr. Green Eggs and Ham, Random House, 1962, 62 pages, $7.99, ISBN 394-80016-8

	Genre: beginner reader

	Reading Level: 4-8 years old

	Subject: The narrator constantly asks his companion Sam if he will eat green eggs and ham.  When Sam’s response is “no”, the narrator repeats the question, but adds if Sam would be willing to digest the meal at another location.

	Comments: Readers learn new words because they are repeated in a pattern.  The rhyming schemes add to the entertaining dialogue.  The locations of where the green and green eggs and ham could be eaten are presented like the“12 days of Christmas” sequence.  This provides recall of important details.

	Resources
http://seussville.com  As the official site for Dr. Seuss, this website celebrates the 50th anniversary of Dr. Seuss by engaging viewers an animated sounds, images, and passages from Dr. Seuss’ renowned works.  Links of biographical information, events, and games & activities are included.

	By the Same Author
The Cat in the Hat, Random, 1957
How the Grinch Stole Christmas, Random, 1957
Fox in Sox, Random, 1965


Folktales (6-10):
	Blackaby, Susan (adapter) & Andersen, Hans Christian.  The Princess and the Pea.  Illustrated by Charlotte DeLage, Picture Window Books, 32 pages, 2004, $12.65       ISBN 1-4048-0223-1 

	Genre: fairy tale

	Reading Level: 5-8 years old

	Subject: As part of the Read it Readers series, Susan Blackaby retells a well known Hans Christian Anderson classic. The prince unsuccessful searches for a suitable wife.  .  One day a young lady with messy hair like seaweed arrives on the scene claiming to be a princess. The queen secretly decides to put that claim to the test by putting 20 mattresses with a pea underneath to determine if this damsel can sleep through the night.  If she stays awake, she will be fit to marry the prince.


	Personal Comments: I did not think this story belonged at the green level, the highest of the series.  The colorful illustrations told the story.  There were only a 2-3 lines per page.  Difficult words were also repeated.  However, the easy wording allows younger readers to enjoy a worthwhile story.

	Morale/Theme:  This fairy tale is one of perseverance.  The prince continually searches for the love of his life.  The princess willingly accepts the queen’s challenge to prove her worth.   Success only comes when an individual overcomes the obstacles that stand in the way.

	By the Same Author

A Bird for You: Caring for Your Bird, Picture Window Books, 2006
Green and Growing: A Book About Plants, Picture Window Books, 2005

The Ugly Duckling: A Retelling of the Hans Christian Anderson Fairy Tale, Picture Window Books, 2003

	Other Adaptations

The Princess and the Pea, Lauren Child, Hyperion, 2006
The Very Smart Pea and Princess-to-be, Mimi Grey,  Knoff Books, 2003
The Princess and the Pea,  Alain Vaies,  Little Brown, 2001


	Climo, Shirley, Korean Cinderella. Illustrated by Ruth Heller, Harper Collins, 42 pages, 1993,  $6.99  ISBN: 0-06-020432-X.

	Genre: fairy tale

	Reading Level: 5-9 years old

	Subject
In this international adaptation of Cinderella, Climo writes of a beautiful Korean girl named Pear Blossom.  Her parents conceived her after years of waiting. Sadly, Pear Blossom’s mother dies when she is young girl. The father seeks a Korean matchmaker who finds him a wife named Omoni with her daughter Peony. Omoni and Peony do everything in their power to make Pear Blossom miserable.  They force her to finish many arduous chores-like filling a heavy water jug and getting stacks of rice.  Omoni even dresses Pear Blossom in rags and calls her Pigly.  Frogs and sparrows magically assist Pear Blossom in her time of need.  Pear Blossom’s stepmother and stepsister are incensed about the magical assistance.  In true Cinderella fashion, the Korean festival, organized by the local magistrate changes the course of Pear Blossom’s life.

	Comments
This is similar to the traditional Cinderella story with a few variations.  The mother and one stepsister are cruel to Pear Blossom.  The author’s notes indicate how the spirit of Pear Blossom’s mother came through the frog and sparrow.  Unlike the traditional Cinderella tales where the father dies, Climo keeps him alive, but he is too old and feeble to come to his daughter’s aid.  The sandals become the glass slippers and the prince is the magistrate who pursues Pear Blossom.  The resolution is much quicker since Climo leaves out the suspense of the Omoni locking Pear Blossom in the closet.  However, Climo draws reader’s attention to Korean culture through the setting, dress, and facial features of the characters.

	Morale:  Kindness and virtue prevail over evil.  Pear Blossom triumphs despite the cruelty of her stepmother and stepsister because of her good hearted disposition. 

	By the Same Author

The Persian Cinderella, Harper Trophy, 2001
The Irish Cinderlad, Harper Trophy, 2000
The Egyptian Cinderella, Harper Trophy, 1991

	Similar Reads
Domiltila: A Cinderella Tale from the Mexican Tradition, Jewell Reinhart Coburn, Shen’s Books, 2000

Chinese Cinderella: The True Story of the Unwanted Daughter, Adeline Yen Mah, Laurel Leaf, 1999 (newer editions written)
The Turkey Girl: A Zuni Cinderella Story, Penny Pollock, Little Brown, 1996


	Kimmel, Eric. Gershon’s Monster: A Story for the Jewish New Year. Illustrated by Jon J. Muth, Scholastic Inc., 32 pages,  2000,  $16.95  ISBN: 0-439-10839-X

	Genre: folktale

	Reading Level: 4-8 years old

	Subject:  In his retelling of Hadistic tale, Kimmel teaches an important lesson. Gershon, the local baker, behaves sinful ways throughout the year.  Instead of being truly remorseful of his wrongful deeds, he places them in a satchel and throws them across the sea during every Rosh Hashanah.  During this time, Gershon’s wife Fayga desperately wants a child.  Gershon seeks a tazaddik, Jewish Rabbi to see if their prayers can be answered. Even though the tazaddik admonishes Gershon for his misbehavior, the rabbi agrees to help because Fayga is a virtuous woman.  Fayga will wear a charm around her neck for one year and produce twins, but the children will only live for 5 years.  They will be tossed through the sea in the same manner as Gershon carelessly throws away his sins. Gershon will forget about tazaddik’s prophecy until one August morning when he accidentally puts both his stockings on one foot.  

	Comments: The dramatic points of the tale come across through the combination of text and illustrations. The watercolor paintings bring the Gershon’s country style home and the clear blue skies and waters of the Black Sea in full view.  The text is 5-8 lines with an illustration on most pages. Mostly, the two column format incorporates 2-3 mini paragraphs with an illustration on the following page. The contrast between the black dark satchel & dragon scales with all Gershon’s misdeeds with his children’s innocence and exuberant playing at the sea is especially striking.  After the conclusion of the story, the author’s note concisely explains the nature of this Jewish custom.  

	Morale This tale reminds us of true repentance.  Sins can only be cleansed when the person is willingly to change his ways. It often takes the love of child to turn over a new leaf.

	By the Same Author

Wonders and Miracles: A Passover Companion, Scholastic Press, 2004
Zigazak! A Magical Hanukkah Night, Doubleday, 2001

	Similar Reads

The Hardest Word: A Yom Kippur Story.  Jacqueline Jules,  Kar-Ben Publishing, 2001
Sound the Shofar!: A Story for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur., Leslie Kimmelman, 
Harper Collins, 1998 


	O’Neal, Shaquille. Shaq and the Bean-Stalk and Other Very Tall Tales. Illustrated by Shane W. Evans, Scholastic Inc, 80 pages, 1999, $15.99 ISBN: 0-590-91823-0

	Genre: tall tale

	Reading Level: 4-8 years old

	Subject: NBA star Shaquille O’Neill acquaints children to classic fairytales in a humorous way. He begins by describing how he threw disgusting lima bean dinner out the window so he could get pound cake desert.  The lima beans turned into a beanstalk.  After climbing the beanstalk, Shaq meets Peter the giant.  After letting loose Peter’s precious hen who laid the golden basketballs loose, Shaq plans on rescuing it to prove small people like himself can be trustworthy.  He also agrees to bring chocolate chip cookies to Peter’s grandmother as another sign of friendship.  Through these promises, Shaq ends up confronting the big bad wolf at grandma’s house.  He later sleeps on the floor at the home of the three bears.  The bears steer him to the emperor who is thought to be wise. However, Shaq and the royal are both duped by cunning thieves and end up wearing underwear instead of fine clothes. The emperor’s attempts to find the hen also fail, but he tells Shaq about an evil troll who might be holding the hen captive.  During this final journey, Shaq meets up with 3 Billy goats who are also under the troll’s control.

	Comments
Shaquille O’Neil found a creative way to integrate 5 fairy/tall tales into one’s story.  Each tale is separated like a chapter book. The first page of each chapter shows a picture of Shaq in an outfit & background fitting for the tale.   The color inked blot illustrations further point to the event in the story.  The themes, plot, and lessons from each tale reveal lessons Shaq wants to teach his readers

	Morale: It’s difficult to keep one’s promises to another person. Shaq could have run back home when the goal of helping Peter became too difficult.  Instead, Shaq sent the message of the importance of remaining true to others.  Not surprisingly, he was able to overcome all the obstacles that awaited him. 

	By the Same Author
Shaq Talks Back: The Uncensored Word of My Life and Winning in the NBA, St. Martin’s Press, 2001

	Similar Reads

Zoom (Picture Puffin. Istvan Banyai, Puffin, 1998
All Places to Love.  Patricia McLachlan, Joanna Cotler, 1994


	Yep, Lawrence. The Dragon Prince: A Chinese Beauty & the Beast Tale. Illustrated by Kam Mak, Harper Collins, 32 pages, 1997, $14.95, ISBN: 0-06-024381-3

	Genre: fairy tale

	Reading Level:  5-8 years old

	Subject
A poor Chinese farmer lives with seven daughters.  Most of the time, the land was so barren they barely have enough to eat. They survive because the youngest daughter Seven sells her embroidered silk and dragons on shoes for a living.  While the other girls plow in the fields, Seven also maintains the household by cooking and cleaning. Soon, a roaring dragon arrives on the scene and threatens to kill the father if one of daughter’s does not leave with him.  Seven is the only one who agrees to go.  Once the dragon appreciates Seven’s inner & outer beauty, he turns into a prince and gives her everything her heart desires, except for her family.  Eventually the prince allows Seven to visit her family; however, her sister Three, jealous of Seven’s newfound wealth and beauty, tricks her. When Three assumes Seven’s place at the castle, the prince immediately recognizes the difference & begins the search for his true love.

	Comments The tale is beautifully illustrated bold watercolors; the lengthy dragon curls up its golden yellowish shell body with an orange hair tail and chin. Its eyes reveal kindness and vulnerability; as a result, Seven feels she has nothing to feel.  The embroidered silk clothing is made of pure red roses with rainbow colored dragons resembling Seven’s prince.  Each column either comprises of two illustrations with a 20 line text that follows or one page with 5-8 lines of text following.  The twist from Beauty and the Beast comes from the deceitful third sister as the antagonist.  The dragon is less intimidating than the beast.  The dragon’s relationship with Seven also progresses more quickly.

	Morale:  Beauty comes from within a person.  Even though Seven is physically attractive, Dragon falls in love with her because of her sensitivity and thoughtfulness.  At first, Dragon is willingly to overlook the physical changes in Seven (actually Three) when she first returns to the castle. However, Dragon eventually realizes Three is not his bride because of her behavior.

	By the Same Author
Dragonwings, Dramatist Play Service, 1998
Ribbons, Putnam, 1997

	Similar Reads

Legend of Mu Lan: Heroine of Ancient China. Wei Jiang, Victory Press, 1997
The Weaving of A Dream. Marilee Heyer, Picture Puffins, 1989

Liang and the Magic Paintbrush (Reading Rainbow Book). Demi, Henry Holt, 1988


Media (11-15)
	Bill Nye The Science Guy: Outer Space (VHS). Starring: Pat Cashman, Romi Dames, Suzanne Mikawa, Bill Nye, Ivyann Schwann. Directed By: Michael Gross and Mitchell Kriegman, Buena Vista Video, 1993, 48 minutes,  $26.85, ASIN 6303160336

	Genre: educational video

	Age: grades 3-6

	Subject: Bill Nye gives a quick overview of the solar system. He compares the size of the sun to the earth and other planet.  He focuses on the lengthy distance between the earth and stars.  He gives an overview of work of astronomers.  Kids learn about space through simulations at Kennedy Space Center.

	Personal Thoughts:  The format of Nye’s presentation keeps children interested in the topic. He taps into their knowledge of a soccer field in pointing to the distances between the sun and planets. Kids are periodically exposed to new terms by highlighting them in white bold print.  Nye gives children the opportunity to create an astrolabe out of construction paper; they can take it to better view the stars at night.  A cooking lesson and video are also included to reinforce important concepts.

	Resources:
http://www.nyelabs.com/  The official webpage of Bill Nye includes demos, episode information, and question & answer formats.

	Lesson Plan Idea:  Students can watch this video to review concepts related to the solar system.  The astrolabe art project and/or balloon display could also be used as an interactive activity to enhance understanding.

	Other Works:
Bill Nye the Science Guy-Powerful Forces,  Walt Disney Video,  1993
Bill Nye the Science Guy: Reptiles and Insects:  Walt Disney Video, 1993

Bill Nye the Science Guy: The Human Body:  Walt Disney Video, 1993


	Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone. Starring Richard Harris and Daniel Radcliffe,
(VHS), Directed By: Chris Columbus, Warner Brothers, 2001, 154 minutes,  $17.95,
ASIN 0790767325

	Based on Novel: Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J.K Rowling

	Genre: modern fantasy

	Age: Grades 5-adult

	Subject:  Eleven year old Harry Potter lives with his uncle and aunt who treat him miserably. Harry’s relatives resent his witchcraft, and unsuccessfully attempt to sabotage his entrance into the wizardry school called Hogwarts.  Hagrid, an oversized wizard, takes Harry to his new surroundings.  On the way to Hogwarts, Hagrid takes a secret stone from a safety deposit box at the bank.  Once Harry arrives at the school, he uncovers his magical powers, facts about his parents, and truth of the sorcerer’s stone.  Along with his new friends Ron and Hermiome, Harry becomes determined to find the stone before it gets into the wrong hands.

	Personal Thoughts:  I avoided actually reading or watching Harry Potter up to this point.  As a teacher, I read and listen to so many book reports on Rowling’s work that I didn’t feel it was necessary to peruse one myself. However, I decided to partake in the experience for the sake of completing this assignment.  I enjoyed the special effects of the Hogwart’s admission letters being flown around Harry’s home, the Quidditch match, and chess game.  Harry’s story resembled Luke Skywalker’s in Star Wars, one of my all time favorite films.  Since I consider the Harry Potter works as entertainment, I will look elsewhere if I am looking for a book with a strong morale.

	Series:1st of Harry Potter Series

	Resources: http://www.jkrowling.com/
The official website of J.K Rowling includes biographical information, news, and trivia related to Harry Potter. Make sure to remove pop-ups before downloading the interactive media page.

	Similar Works:
A Wrinkle in Time(VHS), Walt Disney, 2004

Bridge to Terabithia (DVD), Bonneville, 1985 (newer version out soon)

	Miscellaneous:  Harry Potter tops the ALA list of the most challenged book(s) of the 21st century.


	Mary Poppins (VHS).  Starring Julie Andrews, Dick Van Dyke, David Tomlinson, and  Glynis Johns. Directed By: Robert Stevenson,  Walt Disney Video, 1964, 139 Minutes, $ 14.97, ASIN 6300274187

	Based on Novel: Travers, Pamela L.  Mary Poppins, Harcourt, 1934

	Genre; modern fantasy

	Age: K-6

	Subject: The Banks family lives comfortably in an England suburb during 1910.  Mr. Banks wants his house run as efficiently as his bank. Mrs. Banks participates in the Women’ suffrage movement but remains submissive to her husband. Unfortunately, Jane and Michael, the Banks’ children, misbehave to the point of distraction.  Their circumstance changes when Mary Poppins arrives flying on an umbrella .She stimulates the children’s imagination through snapping fingers to clean the nursery, interaction in the sky with chimney sweepers, and strolls in the English countryside with her friend Burt. The children’s cheerfulness is infectious except for Mr. Banks who wants to show the children the practical side of living.  Eventually, Mr. Banks learns a thing or two about parenting.

	Personal Thoughts: I have not yet read Mary Poppins. Usually, I think novels beat out movies, but I am not sure about this one.  Who can beat Julie Andrews and Dick Van Dyke?  Travers would be pleased with the musical selections “Chim Chim Cheree” Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious”, It’s A Jolly Holiday with Mary” and “Toppins, The music compliments the events in the story.  The animation in the country scene where the penguins serve Mary and Burt dinner and Mary’s carousel horse winning the horse race can’t be beat.

	Resources:
http://www.reelclassics.com/Musicals/MaryPoppins/marypoppins.htm
This video classic website provides cast member information, reviews, and other interesting links.

	Similar Works:

Chitty, Chitty Bang Bang, MGM, 1968
The Sound of Music, 20th Century Fox, 1965
Chitty, Chitty Bang Bang, MGM, 1968

	Miscellaneous:  Winner of 5 academy awards including Best Actress Julie Andrews


	The Best of School House Rock 30th Anniversary Edition (VHS) Starring: Lynn Ahrens and Joshie Armstead, Directed By: Tom Warburton, Vista Home Video, 2002, 83 minutes, $ 17.00 ISBN 0-7888-3505-X

	Genre: educational video

	Age: K-6

	Subject: Based on online poling by the fans, Warburton brought back the top 25 songs from School House Rock.  The songs with animation start from 25 and work up to #1. These videos allow students to learn multiplication tables, grammar, money skills, electricity, basic anatomy, and American history

	Personal Thoughts: used to remember having to endure School House Rock while I was waiting for cartoons as a child growing up.  I appreciated them as a teacher. I used parts like   “Shot Around the World” and “Bill on Capitol Hill” as an instructional tool for my ELD and even regular ed U.S. History students. All of them together tended to drag, and I would probably buy the separate segments.  I disagree with the viewers; I believe “Bill on Capitol Hill” and “Lolly, Lolly” were better than “Conjunction Function”.  Those were the three I always remembered.  The music and animation are enjoyable ways to learn basic educational skills.

	Resources: http://www.school-house-rock.com/
The unofficial site of School House Rock offers lyrics and information about each song in the series.

	Other Works:
School House America Rock ! Walt Disney Video, 1997
School House Grammar Rock! Walt Disney Video, 1997

School House Science Rock! Walt Disney Video, 1997


	Silverstein, Shel, Runny Babbit CD: A Billy Sook [Audiobook] [Unabridged]. Narrated by Dennis Locorriere, Harper Children’s Audio, 2005, 22 minutes, $13.95    ISBN 0060823968

	Genre: Lyric poetry

	Age: 9-12 years old

	Subject: Dennis Locorriere, former head singer of Dr. Hook, narrates this collection of Shel Silverstein poems.  In 43 segments, Runny Babbit gets into all sorts of adventures with rabbits, cats, and a host of other animals. At one point, Runny Babbit gets injured and needs “and-baid”.  He later plans “garty pames” and “nicpic”.  The poems generally last between 30 seconds-1 minute.  They follow the traditional 8-16 line stanza format with structured rhyme & rhythm. After a set of 6-8 poems, a brief cartoon instrumental follows for the next juncture of Runny Babbit’s life.  Locorriere always states the title of the poem before reading it. The readjusted phonetic/consonant structure adds a distinct twist to this work.

	Personal Thoughts: I rarely, if ever listen to audio books.  I strongly prefer the written text where I can draw my own conclusions. However, I think the narration brings Runny Babbit to life.  Locorriere demonstrates different voice fluctuations from a bold loud sound in “His Kajesty the Ming” to a gentle sound in “Runny’s Kind Heart”; this allows the tone of each poem to come through for the listeners.  However, I think the publishers need to include the texts for all the poems to allow students to follow along.  This gives them the opportunity to practice reading poetry, and maintain their attention spans.  

	Resources: http://www.shelsilverstein.com/indexSite.html
Shel Silverstein’s official site for kids includes biographical information, fun activities, animation, and teacher/student resources.

	Audio Works by Poet:

The Best of Shel Silverstein: His Words His Songs His Friends [ENHANCED] [ORIGINAL RECORDING REMASTERED], Sony, 2005
Where the Sidewalk Ends[Original Recording Remastered], Sony 2000

	Similar Work:
Encyclopedia Prehistorica Dinosaurs: The Definitive Pop-Up, Robert Sabuda, Candlewick, 2005


Non Fiction & Biography (16-20)

	Cohen, Sasha and Macill, Amanda. : Fire on Ice: Autobiography of a Champion Skater. Photographs by Kathy Goedekin, Harper Collins, 2005, 172 pages, $16.99 , ISBN: 0-06-072490-0

	Genre: biography

	Age: Grades 4-8

	Subject 
Olympic 2006 Silver medalist Sasha Cohen narrates her figure skating career.  Her story begins with her family background & life in Southern Califoria and Russian heritage.  Her athletic start actually began in gymnastics when she was tearing the house down.  Since her mother and her mother & grandfather were former Soviet gymnasts, this seemed the ideal place to start. Eventually, her mother recognized gymnastics was not the right sport for her and signed her up for figure skating lessons.  Sasha immediately fell in love with the sport.  She and her family would make the time commitment and personal sacrifices necessary for Sasha to progress to the highest levels in the sport. Sasha must overcome injuries and the disappointing result at her first Olympic appearance to pursue the dream again for the 2006 Winter Olympics.  The second time around would be just as challenging as Sasha tries to find the right coach to guide her to shot at an Olympic gold medal. The story ends at the 2005 National Championships, a year before the games.

	Personal Thoughts: I adore figure skating and am a fan of Sasha Cohen.  When I saw the book on the juvenile shelf, I had to read it.  It wouldn’t have made any difference if it was for a class assignment or not.  I was already aware of the commitment the entire family has to make for the Olympian.  Ironically, Sasha’s family made more sacrifices after her first Olympics. They were well off financially before-there were no suggestion of financial hardship.  They willingly moved across the country so Sasha can find the coaching necessary to become a world and Olympic champion.  Interestingly, Sasha realized that home is where the heart is.  At the end, she realized her first elite coach worked best with her.  I was also reminded that there is no point to spend the hours training, recovering from injuries, if there is not a love for the sport and drive to improve.  Since such a small number make it to the Olympics, to endure all the hardships for fame & fortune alone is simply not worth it.

	Resources:
http://www.sashacohen.com/  Sasha Cohen’s official website includes her upcoming movie, interviews, public appearances, journals, and other biographical information.

	Similar Works:

Figure Skating Champions: Includes 2002 Winter Olympics, Steve Milton, Firefly, 2002
Michelle Kwan: Heart of a Champion, Michelle Kwan,  Scholastic, 1997


	Freedman, Russell,  Martha Graham: A Dancer’s Life.  Clarion Books, 1998, 176 pages,   $ 18.00 ISBN  0-395-74655-8

	Genre: biography

	Age: 9-12 years old

	Subject Russell Freedman describes Martha Graham’s life in detail. He first describes her childhood in Allegheny, Pennsylvania.  Despite a strict Puritan upbringing, her stubborn nature and independence kicked in when she wanted to pursue a dancing career over an academic path.  Her career traces to her studies with Ruth St. Denis from Denishawn academy, an innovative dance studio during the 1920s.  Eventually, she breaks out on her own and forms her own company. Her passion and quest for perfection drive her to revolutionize American dance.  Graham’s modern dances broke from traditional ballet with new body positions, simple costumes & scenery, and choreography   that told stories of real life. Such examples included routines related to the lives of the Bronte sisters and Emily Dickinson. She moved beyond the years of the Civil Rights movement by in her inclusion of minorities in the troupe and standing up to Nazi Germany.  Freedman tactfully describes Graham’s intimate professional and personal relationships with composer Louis Horst and renowned dancer Eric Hawkins. Graham’s success would peak with a partnership Aaron Copeland in Appalachian Spring.  As she approached her 60s, her arthritis and age would limit her abilities to the point of retirement; eventually, she overcame her depression to become a successful choreographer to many famous stars like Liza Minnelli, Gregory Peck, and Madonna.  Freedman includes additional reference materials like includes reference notes, an extensive bibliography, and an index after the conclusion of the story.

	Personal Thoughts:
It takes a certain temperament to succeed at the level of Martha Graham. Dancing simply consumed her.  She didn’t have a regular life.  Freedman honestly depicts the tantrums and arguments that often occurred particularly before performances. Graham’s painful process from being the star performer to choreographer reminds us of our mortality. It’s amazing how amazes me how so many dancers were willingly to endure the long hours and abuse because of their admiration for her.

	Resources:
Martha Graham-An American Original in Performance, DVD 2002

Graham, Martha- Blood Memory. Doubleday, 1991

Horosko, Marion- Martha Graham: The Evolution of Her Dance Theory and Training, 1926-1991.  Chicago Review Press, 1991.

	Works By Author:
Lincoln: A Photobiography. Clarion Books, 1989 Newberry Winner 

The Wright Brothers: How They Invented the Airplane, Clarion Books, 1992 Honor Book

Eleanor Roosevelt: A Life of Discovery, Clarion Books,1994 Newberry Honor Book


	McNair, Sylvia. Finland: Enchantment of the World Second Series.  Children’s Press, 

1997, 143 pages, $ 36.00, ISBN: 0-516-20472-6

	Genre: non-fiction

	Age: 9-12 years old

	Subject: Sylvia McNair introduces readers to the country of Finland in 11 chapters. Topics range from geography, history, customs, politics, daily living, and culture. This is a comprehensive reference guide.  Photographs with captions are included regularly. Subtopics are used to organize main ideas of the chapter. Timeline and fast facts review main ideas at the conclusion of the book. Detailed references, websites, non-fiction, and fiction materials, and media are also included.

	Personal Thoughts: I chose this reference because my mother was Finnish.  I have visited Finland 3 times in my lifetime. This assignment provided an opportunity to learn more about my heritage.  If I could keep this book, I would pay the most attention to the main expressions section and learn a few words so I could better communicate with my relatives.  I like to read Lonnrot’s Kalevala, the foundation of Finnish literature if I get the chance. I have listened to versions of Finlandia by Sibelius . I am proud of Finland’s reputation of always paying off their debts. I also picked up on a couple of Finnish traits likd Sisu-guts not to give up in the face of obstacles or extreme stubbornness; I can be reserved at times

	Resources:
Lander, Patricia S & Claudette Charbonneau, The Land and People of Finland, Lippincott, 1990. This reference book cited by McNair. 

http://www.finland.org-  The embassy of Finland website-includes travel guides, news, and history.

	Works by Author:
Malaysia: Enchantment of the World Second Series, Children’s Press 2003
Rhode Island: America the Beautiful Second Series, Children’s Press, 2000

Thailand: Enchantment of the World Second Series, Children’s Press, 1998


	Morrison, Toni. Toni Morrison Remembers:  The Journey to School Integration.  Houghlin Mifflin, 2004, 78 pages, $18.00, ISBN: 0-618-39740-X

	Genre: non-fiction

	Age: 9-12 years old

	Subject:  Pulitzer Prize winner Toni Morrison narrates her experience of the Civil Rights movement. The Brown v. Board of Education was a monumental decision that gave equal rights to all American citizens.  Each introduction includes amazing insights. Each section begins in pale caramel background with bold white print on key phrases like “separate but equal” and “Brown v. Board of Education.  Morrison divides the parts into summaries on segregation, resistance to Brown v. Board ruling, and the continual fight for Civil Rights. The bold black & white photos bring Americans back to the time period.   In each part, the first few pages of the section comprise of 10-12 lines of detail in white background with the rest consisting of black & white illuminated photos with short captions. At the end, Morrison includes a timeline and photo notes of key events. 

	Personal Thoughts: This novel concisely describes the mood of the time period. The variety of photos of  different types of people-adults, children, African-Americans, Anglos, Martin Luther King make the events come alive.  While Morrison’s account emphasizes the photographs to tell the story, the time line, photo notes, and the introductions fill in the gaps.  The first person narratives, such as questions about the need for separate drinking fountains and responses to harassment personalize the situations..

	Resources: 

http://www.acri.org/
The American Civil Rights Institute website educates people about racial and gender issues. 
http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/civilrights/flash.html
The Learning Page site includes links for all periods of African-American history and resources for teachers.

	Works by Author: Beloved, Plume, 1987
Song of Solomon, Signet, 1978

	Related Works:

The Voice that Challenged a Nation: Marion Anderson and the Struggle for Equal Rights, Russell Freedman,  Clarion Books, 2004-BccB Blue Ribbon Non Fiction Award

Through My Eyes, Ruby Bridges, Scholastic Press, 1999
Ellington Was Not a Street, Ntozake Shange, Simon Schuster, 1994-Coreta Scott King Illustrator Award

	Miscellaneous:
Coreta Scott King Award, 2005
BccB Blue Ribbon Non Fiction Award


	Simon, Seymour. Out of Sight: Picture of Hidden Worlds.  Sea Star, 2000, 48 pages, $16.50, ISBN: 1-58717-012-4

	Genre: non-fiction

	Age: 4th-8th grade

	Subject:  Seymour Simon introduces readers to a world they could never envision before. Simon uses SEM (Scanning Electron Microscope), color computer enhancements, endscopes, and speed flash photography to present different physical features.  These include a yellowish blob of tartar, strobe motion of a tennis player hitting a winning shot, the anatomy of a ladybug displayed as a rainbow colored looking a ladybug, gasses and red suns, nebulas, planets in the Solar System, etc.  Simon uses a solid color background to emphasize these works of nature.  The black background is the common color of choice, particularly for space.  The solid blue background enhances the computer enhanced weather satellite of Hurricane Floyd. Simon uses white 12-14 font print to clarify the textual information. 

	Personal Thoughts: I recall viewing tiny cells and taperworms with a microscope, but they were not displayed at the level of Simon’s work. Clear illustrations of space and the inner workings of the body seemed unfeasible until I read this text.  When I broke my wrist as a teenager, I relied on grayish X ray to view the fractured bones of a broken.  If I had access to Simon’s photography, I would have been better able to comprehend the extent of my injury.  I also appreciate Simon’s explanations of how the photography, computer enhancements were used. This gives the pictures real authenticity, beyond the mere imagination of an animator.

	Resources: http://www.seymoursimon.com/
This official Seymour Simon website comprises of book listings & summaries, interviews, science links, etc.

	Works by Author:

Hurricanes, Harper Collins 2007
Lightning , Harper Collins, 2006
Weather, Harper Collins, 2006
Sharks, Harper Collins, 2006


Poetry (21-25)

	Adoff, Arnold. Touch the Poem.  Illustrated By: Lisa Desimini, Blue Sky Press, 2000, 32 pages, $16.95   , ISBN: 0-590-47970-9

	Genre: free verse poetry

	Age: 9-12 years old, but suitable for  younger children 

	Subject: Adoff incorporates free verses poems to depict the sense of touch throughout his collection.  These comprise of eating pie, licking on ice cream, walking on the sands of the beach, feeling the cold of night, etc.  The two page column consists of   pictures with colored backgrounds and 5-10 lines.  A couple of sections comprise of one page poems with the text and backdrop on the same page.  Adoff displays the illustrations  side-by-side,  upside up, or backwards.  Adoff’s selections are as random as the human who touches and feels different objects throughout the day

	Personal Thoughts: This poem introduces younger students to the sense of touch.  The lines are simple and easy to read.  The illustrations are picture based, realistic, colorful.  The different arrangements of the lines and pictures provide an interactive feel to the poem.

	Resources: http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/adoff.htm
The Internet School Media Library’s file on Arnold Adoff includes biographical information, literary criticisms, and lesson plans.

	Works by Poet:
Eats: Poems, Harper Collins (Reprint), 1992 
Sports Pages (Reading Rainbow Book), Trophy (Reprint), 1990

	Similar Works:

Color Me Rhyme: Nature Poems for Young People, Jane Yolen,  Boyds Mill Press (reprint), 2003
All Small Poems and Fourteen More, Valerie Worth, Farrar, Straus and Giroux (Reprint), 1996


	Bernier-Grand, Carmen T. Cesar, Si, Se Puede, Yes, We Can!  Illustrated By David Diaz. Marshall Cavendish, 2004, 48 pages, $16.95, ISBN:  0-7614-5172-2

	Genre: narrative poem

	Age: Grades 2-6

	Subject: This narrative poem collection  tells the story of Cesar Chavez’s life.  Each poem is on a two-sided page.  One page is the 1-2 stanza description of the event with water colored illustrations on the other side. The details include facts on Caesar’s parents, childhood, the Great Depression, marriage & family, union organization, and the impact of his life.  Diaz illustrates each poem with the title in green or other bold pastels.  The colors symbolize an event in Chavez’s life.  The green equates to lettuce growing season, while the gray emphasizes the Great Depression.  Bernier-Grand also includes a glossary and Spanish phrases sprayed throughout the collection. A set of bibliographical notes for each poem, a two page biography, a timeline, famous sayings, and resources are included after the conclusion of the last poem.

	Personal Thoughts:  This collection beautifully describes the events in Cesar’s life.  It goes beyond just his Farm Worker’s organization.  Readers get a true glimpse of the man behind the legend.  This provides an accurate historical account of the lives of farm workers during the 20th century.  The bibliographical references and timeline expand on the important details of Chavez’s life.

	Resources:
http://www.chavezfoundation.org/
This Cesar Chavez non profit organization website includes links for educators and youth.  It is designed to educate people about the life of Cesar Chavez and to encourage political participation.

	Works by Poet:
Juan Bobo: Four Folktales from Puerto Rico (I Can Read Book 3), Harper Trophy, 1995
In the Shade of the Nispero Tree, Yearling (reprint), 2001

	Similar Works:

Dona Flor: A Tall Tale About a Giant Woman with a Great Big Heart (Pura Belpre Medal Book Illustrator (Awards), Pat Mora,  Knoff Books, 2005
Me llamo Celia/My Name is Celia: La vida de Celia Cruz/The Life of Celia Cruz (Americas Award for Children's and Young Adult Literature. Winner (Awards) monica Brown, Rising Moons, 2004

	Miscellaneous:
ALA Notable Award, 2005

Pura Belpre’ Honor Award, 2005


	Hopkins, Lee Bennett. A Pet for Me: Poems. Illustrated by Jane Manning, Harper Collins, 2003, 46 pages,  $12.25, ISBN: 0-06-029111-7


	Genre: poetry

	Age: 4-8 years old

	Subject: Hopkins organizes a collection of children’s poems about pets.  Colorful illustrations are included to provide clear depictions of each pet.  He writes varying types of poems: free verse, structured poems with rhyme, and narrative poems. Narrative poems comprise the majority of the poems.  Repetition, rhymes are poetic devices used throughout most of the poems.  The narrative poems tend to have 5-10 lines more than the structured or free verse poems. 

	Personal Thoughts:  The different types of poems expose children to various styles of poetry.  As a result, teachers can instruct on several more poetic devices. The subject matter is one kids can identify.  The illustrations are particularly helpful with less known animals like iguanas and hedgehogs. However, Lynch Brown & Tomlinson make a good point that illustrations in picture poems deny children the opportunity to create their own images.  Children can figure out the meanings of the poems by merely looking at the pictures. Therefore, it would be helpful if Hopkins did not include specific illustrations but only colorful backgrounds for poems related to better known pets like cats and dogs.  The background would maintain illustrative consistency in the collection, and provide children the opportunity to come up with their own interpretations.

	Resources: http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/hopkins.htm
Internet School Media Library includes literary criticisms, biographical information, lesson plans, and ERIC resources on the works of Lee Bennett Hopkins.

	Works by Poet:

Behind the Museum Door: Poems to Celebrate the Wonders of Museums, Abrams Books, 2007
Oh, No! Where Are My Pants? and Other Disasters: Poems, Harper Collins, 2005

	Similar Works:

Paws, Claws, Feathers & Fins - A Kid's Guide to Happy, Healthy Pets (DVD), Goldhil Home Media, 2005
Blast Off Boy and Blorp: New Pet (Blast Off Boy and Blorp, 2), Dan Yaccarino, Hyperion, 2001

	Miscellaneous:  The International Reading Association has created the Lee Bennett Hopkins Poetry Award for promising new poets who create works for children and young adults.


	Johnson, James Weldon. The Creation, Illustrated By James E. Ransome, Holiday Books, 1927, 1994 (reprint with Ransome’s illustrations), 28 pages, $18.95, ISBN: 0-8234-1069-2

	Genre: narrative and free verse poetry

	Age: 9-12 years old

	Subject: Johnson retells the creation story in poetic form. On one page, an African American man tells the story to a group of children.  The next page summarizes one day of God’s creating the earth.  The two following pages illustrate a particular scene- forming of the sun or the moon, development of animals, and creation of man. The story ends with Adam coming alive, without his actual name being mentioned.

	Personal Thoughts: Johnson describes the creation in a straightforward manner. Each day is on separate pages.  The average of 5-8 lines makes the story easy to follow. 

Ransome draws the beautiful watercolors of each aspect of the creation for readers to formulate a clear picture of the process in their mind. For example, the yellow sun and dark night with a white moon are backgrounds represent the first day of the creation.  Even though Johnson writes about the man forming from the dust, Ransome surprisingly chose not to illustrate it.

	Resources: http://www.sc.edu/library/spcoll/amlit/johnson/johnson.html
The University of South Carolina website includes biographical information, literary criticisms of Johnson’s  non-fiction works and poetry, educational resources, and other useful links.

	Works by the Poet:

Complete Poems (Penguin Twentieth-Century Classics), 2000
God's Trombones: Seven Negro Sermons in Verse, (Penguin Twentieth-Century Classics (reissue), 1990

	Similar Works:

Dance, Sing, Remember: A Celebration of Jewish Holidays, Leslie Kimmelman, Harper Collins, 2000
The Ark (Paperback), Arthur Geisert, Houghlin Mifflin (reprint) 1999

	Miscellaneous:
1995 Coretta Scott King Award Winner


	Wolf, Allan.  The Blood-Hungry Spleen: and Other Poems About Our Parts, Illustrated By Greg Clarke, Candlewick Press, 2003, 53 pages, $17.99, ISBN: 0-7636-1565-X

	Genre: lyric poem

	Age: Grades 3-6 

	Subject: Allan Wolf, a 6th grade Science teacher wrote poems about the human body.  The poems are structured with rhyme and rhythm.  They are mostly 2-4 stanzas long.  The 1-2 page columns are mostly in turquoise, yellow, or white background.  The cartoon displays make learning humorous.  For example, the spleen looks like Mr. Potato Head.  The poems comprise of cartoon facial expression of varying emotions. The section on puberty and sex education are written and illustrated in a tongue and cheek way.  The boy and girl point to the designated part of the anatomy.  The table of contents steers readers towards a certain part of the anatomy-skin, spleen, eyes, senses, etc.  Wolf adds notes summarizing the important parts.  Wolf includes bibliographical references for students and teachers.  

	Personal Thoughts: Wolf does a wonderful job explaining important life science concepts in a concise manner.  The cartoons illustrate the points without being too graphic.  The poems enhance the science curriculum.

	Resources: http://edtech.kennesaw.edu/web/humanbo.html
Alfy’s educational links include resources for kids on the human body.

	Works by Author:
Immersed in Verse: An Informative, Slightly Irreverent & Totally Tremendous Guide to Living the Poet's Life, Lark Books, 2006
New Found Land: Lewis & Clark's Voyage of Discovery, Candlewick, 2004

	Similar Works:

The Body Owner's Handbook (Horrible Science), Nick Arnold,

Scholastic Hippo, 2002

Oh, Yuck! The Encyclopedia of Everything Nasty, Joy Masoff, Workman, 2000
Bill Nye: The Science Guy: Human Body (VHS), Walt Disney Video, 1995


Part Two: The Wonderful World of Fiction-Chapter Books (26-50)

BA-CLEARY (26-30)

	Banks, Lynne Reid. The Indian and the Cupboard. Illustrated By Brock Cole, Doubleday Books, 1980, 181 pages, $15.95, ISBN: 0385-17051-3 

	Genre: fantasy

	Age: 9-12 years old

	Subject:  On his birthday, Omri is less than over joyed with the plastic Indian and cupboard with a key & lock he receives as presents. However, once Omri turns the key, the Indian becomes alive.  Omri’s initial excitement over this discovery eventually becomes a burden.He has to care for  the Indian named  Little Bear with plastic food, comforts, healing, blankets, housing, and eventually a wife.  After his best friend Patrick uncovers the truth, he brings toy cowboy Boone, into the mix.  This creates even more conflict.  As time progresses, the secret becomes unbearable, yet Omri learns valuable lessons and true friendship from Little Bear.

	Personal Thoughts: Banks comes up with a clever way to teach American History through this fictional tale.  Through Little Bear, readers learn a little more about the Iroquois tribe.  Boone reminds readers of the American West.  They even learn a little about World War I when a soldier from that era heals both Little Bear and Boone from injuries due to their scuffles with one another.

	Noteworthy Passage: As he had figured it out so far, the cupboard, or the key, or both together, brought plastic things to life, or if they were already alive turned them to plastic.”  (Banks, 25)

	Series: Indian and the Cupboard series

	Resources:
http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/banks.htm The Internet School Library Media center includes a biography, lesson plans, ERIC resources, and movie/book reviews of Indian & the Cupboard.

	Works by Author:

The Fairy Rebel, Yearling (reprint), 2004
The Farthest-Away Mountain, Yearling (reprint), 2004

	Similar Works

James and the Giant Peach, Roald Dahl, Puffin, 2004
The Castle in the Attic, Elizabeth Winthrop, Yearling, 1994

	Miscellaneous: 1981 ALA Distinguished book 


	Birdsall, Jeanne. The Pendericks: a summer tale of four sisters, two rabbits, and a very interesting boy. Borozi Books, 2005, 262 pages, $ 15.95   ISBN: 0-375-83143-6

	Genre: realistic fiction

	Age: 9-12 years

	Subject: Even though The Penderick sisters are close, they couldn’t be more different. Rosalind, the oldest sister is the responsible, more domesticated even headed one.  Skye, the only one with blond hair and blue eyes like their deceased mother is brilliant yet impulsive.  Jane writes children’s stories with a protagonist called Sabrina Starr.  Batty, the youngest sister likes rabbits, the dog Hound, and depends on her bigger sister.  They have the summer of a lifetime with their father at a vacation home near the mansion Arundel. The sisters enjoy spending their days with neighbors Churchie, Cagney, and Harry.  However, they especially fond of Jeffrey, an eleven year boy who resides in the mansion. The Pendericks  must deal with Jeffrey’s snooty mother Mrs. Tifton and her fiancé Dexter who feel the girls are a bad influence on the boy..

	Personal Thoughts: Wow! What a vacation...  It would be amazing to go to enchanted place like Arundel.  Birdsall’s description of the Arundel gardens make them a must see..  Despite the incredible surroundings, wealth isn’t everything.  Mrs. Tifton endures pain, and expresses her anger from it making her an unapproachable person.  Jeffrey has the opportunity to attend any prestigious school in the country, but he is lonely without friends.  His relationship with the Pendericks brings joy in his life. Despite not having the same economic advantages as Jeffrey, the Pendericks find their own happiness through each other and their father who adores them.

	Noteworthy Passage: “Is there such a thing as a perfect week? A perfect day, maybe, but seven whole days of paradise (Birdsall, 93)

	Resources: http://www.jeannebirdsall.com/  Jeanne Birdsall’s website provides biographical information and summary of the Pendericks.

	Similar Works: 

The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane, Kate DiCamillo, Candlewick, 2006

Princess Academy, Shannon Hale, Bloomsbury USA Children’s Books, 2005

Criss Cross (Newbery Medal Book), Lynne Rae Perkins, Greenwillow, 2005

	Miscellaneous: 2006 National Book Award


	Blume, Judy. Tales of the Fourth Grade Nothing. Dutton Children’s Books, 1972, 120 pages,  $15.99, ISBN: 0-525-46931-1

	Genre: humorous, realistic fiction

	Age: Ages 8-12

	Subject: Peter relates his fourth grade year memories, especially the numerous escapades of his 3 year old brother Farley Drexel (aka Fudge).  He often feels like nothing because others, particularly his parents pay more attention to Fudge.  Peter must act like the older brother in getting Fudge out of scrapes or enduring his rambunctious behavior.

	Personal Thoughts: I loved this story and all the Judy Blume novels as I was growing up.  After quickly reading through this book, I remember why.  I chuckled at Fudge’s antics, but felt sympathetic towards Peter, particularly in regards to the Dribble incident.

	Noteworthy Passage: “I wish Fudge had never been born, I thought.“Everything good always happens to him!  (Blume 91).

	Resources:
http://www.judyblume.com/menu-main.html  Judy Blume shares her thoughts and answers questions on her works, writing, and censorship on her official webpage.

	Works by Author:

Fudge-A- Mania, Puffin, 1990
Supefudge, Puffin, 1980
Otherwise Known As Shelia the Great, Dutton, 1972

	Similar Works

Chocolate Fever, Robert Kimmel Smith, Putnam (reprint), 1989
How to Eat Fried Worms,  Thomas Rockwell,  Bantam Doubleday, 1973


	Burnett, Frances Hodgsen. The Secret Garden. Illustrated By: Graham Rust,  David R. Godine, 1911 (original date of publication),1994 (reprint), 224 pages, $ 14.95
 ISBN: 1-56792-016-0

	Genre: realistic fiction

	Age:10-12 years old

	Subject Mary, a spoiled  9 year old with yellowish features, loses her mother to malaria.  She moves in with her uncle Craven at Misselthwaithe Manor.  She remains isolated from others until a robin guides her to a secret garden.  At the mansion, she discovers her cousin Colin, a boy more spoiled than her. They join Dickon, mistress Martha’s brother in the joys and wonders of the garden.  Craven’s servants begin noting the improvement in both a Mary and Colin’s health and attitude, but don’t immediately attribute it to any particular occurrence.

	Personal Thoughts: This is a wonderful children’s story of friendship and acceptance. Most reject Mary and Colin because of their temperaments and appearances.  However, they become less disagreeable as their friendship blossoms.  This adaptation of Burnett’s book is more difficult to read.  The illustrations are colorful and beautiful, but the vocabulary is more complex and words too small.  Maybe, advanced middle school readers would attempt to read this version of the book.

	Noteworthy Passage: “So long as mistress Mary’s mind was full of disagreeable thoughts about her dislikes and sour opinions of people and her determination not to be pleased or interested in anything, she was a yellow-faced, sickly, bored, and wretched child.” 
(Burnett 209)

	Resources:

http://www.edhelper.com/books/The_Secret_Garden.htm?gclid=CLyw19GliowCFSWnXgoddgx89A   This portion of the edHelper site includes lesson plans and units on Frances Burnett Hodgsen’s Secret Garden.

	Works by Author:

Little Lord Fauntleroy, Bibliobazar, 2007
A Little Princess, Harper Trophy, 1963

	Similar Works

Heidi, Johanna Spyri, Random House, 1986
Anne of Green Gables, L.M Montgomery, Harper Collins, 1908


	Cleary, Beverly. Ramona and her father. Illustrated by Alan Tiegreen, Morrow Junior Books, 1975, 186 pages, $15.95, ISBN:0-688-22114-9

	Genre: realistic fiction

	Age: 7-9 years old

	Subject: Ramona happily plans for Christmas and outings at the burger joint on the Friday her father gets his weekly paycheck.  Unfortunately, she is in for a rude awakening when she learns that Mr. Quinby lost his job.  Now, Ramona must deal with a unhappy father who begins smoking to ease his anxiety over looking for another job, her mother’s being tired from working all day to support the family, and her sister Beezus’ grouchiness as she becomes a teenager.  Despite the struggles, the family stays intact, and Ramona maintains a positive attitude.

	Personal Thoughts: Cleary provides a realistic picture of how a job loss affects the family dynamic.  Even though the parents try to protect the children, the kids pick up on the discomfort of a financial hardship.  However, unlike most families who separate or become dysfunctional because of the difficulty, I was impressed about how the Quinbys managed to remain strong.  They did have their bad days and arguments, yet still loved one another.

	Series Information: Ramona Quimby series

	Resources: http://www.beverlycleary.com/index.html
This section from the Harper Collins website includes games, teacher resources, book summaries, and biographical information.

	Works by Author:
Henry Huggins: 50th Anniversary Edition,  Harper Trophy 1990

Runaway Ralph, William Morrow, 1970

Ellen Tebbits, Avon, 1951

	Similar Works: 
Harriet the Spy, Louis Fitzhugh, Random House, 1992

Tales of the Fourth Grade Nothing, Judy Blume, Dutton Children’s Books, 1972

	Miscellaneous: 1976 Newberry Honor Award


CLEMENTS-ESTES (31-35)
	Clements, Andrew. Frindle. Illustrated By Brian Selznick. LRS (Library Reproduction Services), 1996, 117 pages,  $ 15.95  , ISBN: 1-58118-062-4

	Genre: realistic fiction, humor

	Age: 8-12 years old

	Subject Nick Allen’s reputation at Lincoln Elementary School precedes him. He regularly pulls off pranks against his teachers. Usually, Nick diverts them from giving class and homework assignments by asking long winded questions. However, he meets his match with his fifth grade teacher Mrs. Granger.  To Mrs. Granger, the dictionary is the academic bible where the answers to all questions can be found.  At first Mrs. Granger gains the upper hand; when Nick takes large amounts of class time to ask about origins of the American dictionary, Mrs. Granger manages to still get the lesson done and assign him an oral report on it.  However, Nick decides to test the “literary waters” by using the word frindle instead of pen.  This gets Mrs. Granger’s gander since frindle is not a vocabulary word.  Nick, due to his popularity gets his classmates to support the prank, but not without consequences. Mrs. Granger keeps all the students and more outside the class after school each day for using the word frindle. Her reaction creates a school-wide and community reaction, where frindle becomes the word of choice across the nation.  Nick discovers the perks and perils of his newfound discovery.

	Personal Thoughts: Nick and Mrs. Granger are too gutsy people.  Both remain determined to prevail over the other regardless of the ramifications.  Even with administrative and community pressures, Mrs. Granger sticks to her guns about the use of “frindle”.  In a humorous way, this classic student-teacher struggle turns into amazing invention in the English language.  If one of them gave in, the controversy over the word would have never occurred.  That wasn’t Mrs. Granger’s intent by any means. Often times, toughest teachers and most difficult students are the ones most remembered.  That is certainly apparent in the community legacy of Nick Allen and Mrs. Granger. 

	Noteworthy Passage: Anyone who is heard using the word frindle instead of the word pen will stay after school and write this sentence one hundred times: I am writing this punishment with a pen. (Clements 51-52).

	Resources: http://www.andrewclements.com/
Andrew Clements organizes his website with the Frindle background.  He includes links his background, writings, teacher resources, music site, arts & craft activities, and other literary sources. 


	Works by Author:

The Report Card, Simon & Schuster, 2004
Jake Drake: Teacher’s Pet, Simon & Schuster, 2001

The School Story, Aladdin, 2001

The Landry News, Aladdin, 1999

	Similar Works: 

Because of Winn Dixie, Kate DiCamillo, Candlewick Press, 2000

Bud, Not My Buddy, Christopher Paul Curtis, Dell Yearling, 1999


	Creech, Sharon. Walk Two Moons. Harper Collins, 1994, 280 pages, $16.99, ISBN 0-06-023334-6

	Genre: realistic fiction

	Age: 8-12 years old

	Subject: Salmanca Hiddle takes a road trip across the country with her grandparents to visit her mother.  Sal hopes her time with her mother will bring about a marital reconciliation.  Sal’s grandparents want her to tell a story so the time between Ohio to Idaho will go by quicker.  They become enthralled with Sal’s accounts of her best friend Phoebe.  In many ways, Phoebe’s experiences mirror her own. As Sal continues with the tale throughout the journey to her mother’s house, she uncovers many important truths.

	Personal Thoughts: This story illuminates common family dynamics and teenage relationships. Sal’s American Indian heritage proves similar rather than different in this regard. Both Sal and Phoebe’s mothers leave when they feel confined to a certain way of living, to the bewilderment of their husbands who can not comprehend their actions.  Grandparents often want to connect with their grandchildren, like the Hiddles.  That only occurs when they spend time together.  This comes even more across when Mr. Birkway reads personal student journals aloud in class.  

	Noteworthy Passage: “Don’t judge a man until you have walked two moons in his moccasins.” (introduction, and at other junctures of the story).

	Resources: http://www.sharoncreech.com/index.html  Sharon Creech’s official website includes book information, biographical details, and teacher resources.

	Works by Author:
Granny Torrelli Makes Soup, Harper Collins, 2003
The Wanderer, Harper Collins, 2000-Newberry Honor Winner
Chasing Redbird, Harper Trophy, 1997

	Similar Works: 

Bud Not My Buddy, Christopher Paul Curtis, Dell Yearling, 1999-Newberry Winner
Holes, Louis Sachar, Random House, 1998
The Giver,  Lois Lowry, Houghlin Mifflin 1993-Newberry Winner

	Miscellaneous: 2005 Newberry Award Winner


	Dahl, Roald. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Illustrated By: Quentin Black, Borozi Books, 1964, 155 pages, $14.95, ISBN:  0-375-83460-5

	Genre: modern fantasy

	Age: 8-11 years old

	Subject: Charlie Bucket lives in a small shack with his four grandparents and two parents.  Since Charlie’s father is the only one who works, the family is barely getting by.   Charlie’s fate changes through famous chocolate maker Willy Wonka’s golden ticket contest.  Charlie lives through adventures and finds his dreams will eventually become a reality.

	Personal Thoughts: Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory and the recent remake of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory are my favorite children’s movies.  I recall reading Dahl’s novel as a child, but could not remember the specific details from the literary work itself.  When my students read books based on movies for book reports, I asked them to point out 5 differences between the movie and book to see if they really read the book.  I mentally did the same as I recently re-read the novel. The basic plotline is the same with a few notable differences from the book to both movies: the square chocolate chapter, the elevator being before Charlie wins the contest, 2 parents rather than 1 per child being invited to the factory, all children still get life time supply of chocolate even after leaving factory, a limited focus on the international frenzy of finding golden tickets, and the elevator crash landing at Charlie’s home, etc.  The novel seemed more in line with the 2005 than the 1972 film.  

	Noteworthy Passage: “I have a feeling you needed a break like this.  I’m awfully glad you got it.  Good luck to you sonny. (Dahl 46).

	Series: Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

	Resources: http://www.roalddahl.com/
In the glass elevator template, Roald Dahl’s official website includes polling, character tour guides, latest news, book recommendations, teacher guides, and games.

	Works by Author:

Matilda, Puffin, 1988
Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator, Alfred Knoff, 1972
James and the Giant Peach, Puffin, 1961

	Similar Works: 

Smart About Chocolate: A Sweet History, Sandra Markle, Grosset & Dunlap, 2005
Chocolatina, Eric Kraft, Bridgewater Paperback, 1998


	DiCamillo, Kate. The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane. Illustrated By: Bagram Ibatoulline, Candlewick Press, 2006, $18.99, ISBN: 0-736-2589-2

	Genre: animal fantasy

	Age: 8-10 years old

	Subject: At the beginning of the tale, Edward Tulane is a spoiled china rabbit dressed in fancy apparel who disregards others. He feels entitled to get what he wants. He likes Abeline, his mistress, but doesn’t love her. In hopes of changing Edward’s attitude, Grandmother Pellegrina narrates the story of a princess who is turned into a warthog because of her inability to love.  Later, the princess’s experience will parallel with Edward when he is thrown overboard by two scheming boys.  Edward slowly discovers the true meaning of love through adventures when others including a fisherman & his wife, a hobo & his dog, a boy & his sick sister, and a toymaker.

	Personal Thoughts: This story is a wonderful entertaining tale for those who are transitioning out of easy readers.  The words are thick and each chapter has a visual to guide the reader.  The illustrations reveal the important details in the story.  Readers also learn important values of respect, courtesy, and love through Edward’s experiences.

	Noteworthy Passage: “He considered too, the fate of the beautiful princess who had become a warthog… And the rabbit thought of Pellegrina.  He felt in someway she was responsible for what had happened to him.” (Dicamillo 54)

	Resources http://www.katedicamillo.com/ Kate DiCamillo includes biographical facts and book information on her official website.

	Works by Author:
The Tale of Despereaux: Being the Story of a Mouse, a Princess, Some Soup and a Spool of Thread, Scholastic, 2004
Tiger Rising, Candlewick Press (reprint), 2002-   National Book Award

Because of Winn-Dixie, Candlewick Press, 2000- Newberry Honor

	Similar Works: 

Owen & Mzee: The True Story Of A Remarkable Friendship, Isabella Hatcoff, Scholastic Press, 2006

Flotsam (Caldecott Medal Book), David Weisner, Clarion Books, 2006


	Estes, Eleanor Ginger Pye. Harcourt, 1951, 306 pages, $ 17.00 ISBN: 0-15-202499-9

	Genre: Realistic, Animal fiction

	Age: 8-10 years old

	Subject: Jerry and Rachel Pye worked diligently in cleaning church pews to earn the dollar necessary to buy Ginger Pye, a golden terrier.  Ginger Pye is a source of joy for the entire family.  The children must keep an eye out for an unsavory character whowears a yellow hat with less than noble intentions.  The Pye’s become saddened when Ginger Pye is kidnapped on Thanksgiving Day. The Pye family and community support Jerry and Rachel in their search at first. Eventually, the Pyes must come to terms with their loss.

	Personal Thoughts: I love my cat Katie in the same way Jerry and Rachel cared for Ginger Pye.  I would also be devastated if she was missing.  It would take a lot of inner strength and perseverance to keep looking. 

	Noteworthy Passage: “Ginger was quite a famous dog now, in Cranbury, for his achievement on the school fire escape and for other happy ventures.  Almost everyone knew him and 
liked him.” (Estes 144) 

	Resources: http://www.embracingthechild.org/aestes.html
This portion of the “Embracing the Child” homepage includes book information on each of Estes’ main works.

	Works by Author:

The Moffats, Harcourt, 1941
 Pinky Pye, Harcourt, 1958

	Similar Works: 

Strawberry Girl,Lois Lenski, Harper Trophy, 1945
The Door in the Wall, Mauguerite Di Angeli, Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1949-Newberry Winner


ESTES-LEVINE (36-40)
	Estes, Eleanor. Hundred Dresses.  Illustrated By Louis Slobodkin, Harcourt, 1944, 80 pages, $16.00, ISBN: 0-15-205170-8, 0-15-205260-7

	Genre: realistic fiction, peers

	Age: 8-11 years old

	Subject: Peggy and Maddie are best friends who are both in the same Room 13 class.  Like the other students, they mostly ignore Wanda Petronski because she sits in the back of the room with dirt clogged shoes, and wears the same blue dress each day. Wanda’s brother Jake works with the janitor early in the morning to help support the family.  When other kids comment on Cecile’s new beautiful red dress, Wanda chimes in with the comment of having a hundred dresses at home.  In reality, she drew the beautifully designed dresses.  Soon afterwards, Peggy constantly barrages Wanda about the 100 dresses to the put that she no longer comes to school.  Maddie feels guilty about teasing Wanda, but worries if she doesn’t stand up to Peggy she will be also be teased.  Even though Wanda wins the drawing contest with her handiwork displayed across the room, she doesn’t turn up at school to pick up the reward. Wanda’s classmates are saddened when they hear her father’s letter of his moving the family to a different school in larger New York City with a new name to avoid further ridicule.  Maddie particularly regrets the way she treated Wanda.  Peggy is somewhat conflicted, but rationalizes how she did not make fun of Wanda because of her origin and poor English.

	Personal Thoughts: Teasing is very common and cruel; kids don’t know how hurtful their tone and actions towards others can be. Peggy is right in a sense that she didn’t attack Wanda because of her name and nationality.  However, she was hurtful in constantly harassing Wanda about the dresses.  Maddie learns a painful lesson about conformity; she must live with her guilt over joining in on Peggy’s teasing.  She realizes that such a friendship has no long term value.  Wanda surprises her peers in her act of forgiveness.

	Noteworthy Passage: “Worse. She was a coward.  At least Peggy hadn’t considered they were being mean, but she, Maddie, had thought they were doing wrong.” (Estes 49)

	Resources http://www.emints.org/ethemes/resources/S00000779.shtml
The Emints website for professional development of educators includes links of lesson plans and units related to Estes’ Hundred Dresses

	Works by Author:

Miranda the Great, Harcourt, 1967
Rufus M., Harcourt, 1943-Newberry Honor Award

	Similar Works: 

A Guide for Using The Hundred Dresses in the Classroom, Cheryl Russell, Teacher Created Resources, 2004
Sarah, Plain and Tall, Patricia MacLachlan, Harper Trophy, 1985-Newberry Winner

	Miscellaneous: Newberry Honor Award


	Hiaasen, Carl. Hoot. Alfred Knoff, 2002, $15.95, ISBN: 0-375-82181-3

	Genre: realistic fiction

	Age: 9-12 years old

	Subject: Roy Eberhardt lives in a new place for the sixth time in his life because his father works for the government. Roy prefers living in the mountains of Montana over the humidity in Florida, but he adjusts to the situation. He stands up to bully Dana Matherson as much as possible.  One day, Roy sees a boy running away without any shoes, and he chases him to no avail.  Beatrice, a tomgirl, tells Roy to mind his own business.  Eventually, Roy finds out that the runaway boy is Beatrice’s stepbrother Mullet Fingers, a boy secretly creating disruptions at the construction site where Mother Paula’s new pancake restaurant is being built.  Roy decides to support Mullet’s attempt to stop the opening of the new food outlet when learns that the demolition crew will destroy owls on the premises

	Personal Thoughts: This novel emphasizes the choices and costs of standing up for strong moral convictions.  Roy does this in confronting Dana and the community leaders of Coconut Cove.  Hiaasen smoothly integrates the perspectives of Roy, Officer Delinko, Curly the construction foreman, Beatrice, Mullet Fingers, and Dana. Teachers can incorporate this novel in teaching characterization and multiple points of view.

	Noteworthy Passage: ”Honey , sometimes you will be faced with situations where the line isn’t clear between what’s right and what’s wrong.  Your heart will tell you one thing, and your brain will tell you something different.  In the end, all that’s left to look at both sides and go with your best judgment (Hiaasen 160).

	Resources: http://www.carlhiaasen.com/index.html
Carl Hiassen’s web page includes biographical information, Miami Herald articles,book links, and movie update on Hoot.

	Works by Author:

Flush, Alfred A.Knopf, 2005
Skinny Dip, Alfred A. Knopf, 2004
Native Tongue, Warner Vision, 1991

	Similar Works: 

Holes, Louis Sachar, Dell Yearling, 1998
Maniac Magee, Jerry Spinelli, Scholastic, 1992-Newberry Award Winner

	Miscellaneous: 2003 Newberry Award Honor Winner


	Koningsburg, E.L From the mixed-up files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, Illustrated By David Rogers, Athenbum Books, 1967, $16.00, ISBN: 0-689-85322-X

	Genre: realistic fiction

	Age: 10-12 years old

	Subject: Claudia decides to leave her structured life to runaway with her brother Jamie from Greenwich to the New York Metropolitan Museum of Art.  Beyond all the wonders of the museum, Claudia and Jamie discover the beauty of Michelangelo’s Angel exhibit.  They learn how Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler sold it for a mere $225.  Claudia believes that uncovering the mystery of Michelangelo’s Angel will make their adventure meaningful and significant.  By becoming resourceful in hiding, Claudia and Jamie mature beyond their years.  Mrs. Frankweiler reflects on the youngsters’ adventures through letters to her lawyer Saxonberg who happens to be the kids’ grandfather.

	Personal Thoughts: I would ask if Claudia and Jamie could have had a worthwhile adventure with their family members on a holiday..  Did they really change by running away?  What did Mrs. Frankweiler teach them?  This reading will also provide students useful insights about the inner workings of a museum should they want to take field trips.

	Noteworthy Passage: “Because you 
found that running away from home didn’t make any difference?  You were still the same Greenwich Claudia, planning and washing and keeping things in order? (Konigsburg, 138).

	Resources http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/konigsburg.htm#B
Internet School Library Media Center includes biographical information, book reviews, and lesson plans on Konigsburg’s Newberry winning works.

	Works by Author:

 View from Saturday, Aladdin Paperbacks, 1996- Newberry Award Winner
Jennifer, Hecate, Macbeth, William McKinley and Me, Elizabeth, Bantam Doubleday, 1967-Newberry Honor Award

	Similar Works: 

A Wrinkle in Time, Madeleine L’Engle, Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1962-Newberry Award Winner
The Phantom Tollbooth, Random House, 1961

	Miscellaneous: 1968 Newberry Award Winner


	Laiken, Diedre (adapter) and Baum, Frank. The Wizard of Oz. Illustrated by Pablo Marcos, Baronet Books, 1989,  235 pages, $9.95  ISBN LC- AEV-1610

	Genre: modern fantasy

	Age: 8-11 years old

	Subject: Deidre Laiken rewrites the Baum classic.  The main characters are the same, but the plot has a few twists.  Dorothy still desires to go home to Kansas.  The Scarecrow wants his brain; the Tinman wishes for a heart; the Cowardly Lion pleads for courage.  However, the four protagonists along with Toto must go through some different channels such as the field mice, frightening trees, and china figures to make the wishes come true

	Personal Thoughts: I like the variations in supporting characters in this adaptation.  The Winkies and Winged Monkeys actually prove helpful and are endearing.  However, Laiken makes the Wicked Witches less intimidating; this limits the central conflict The movie is also better because Aunt Em and Dorothy’s uncles play more predominant role in the storyline. The green illusions of Oz diminished its splendor and beauty.

	Noteworthy Passage: “You must go to the Emerald City. Maybe the Wizard of Oz can help you. (Laiken 18).

	Resources: http://thewizardofoz.info/
The Wonderful World of Oz website includes teacher resources, games, blogs, book & movie information.

	Other Adaptations: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Playmore Inc. 1979

	Similar Works (more modern versions)

Treasure Island, Robert Lewis Stevenson, Signet Classic, 1965
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass, Lewis Carroll, Signet Classic, 1960



	Levine, Gail Carson. Ella Enchanted. Harper Collins, 1997, 229 pages, $16.89, 

ISBN: 0-06-027510-3.


	Genre: modern folktale, fantasy

	Subject: Ella lives in enchanted forest of Frell.  She must confront a dreadful spell placed by Lucinda of being completely obedient.  Even though, she struggles with the spell, she comfortably lives with her loving mother, Mandy, and father.  Unfortunately, Ella’s mother dies leaving her in a terrible lurch.  She must confront Hattie and Ollie who use Ella’s weakness to their advantage.  Ella runs away from the boarding school to escape the torment and potential loss of a friend Areida by obeying Hattie. Ella again meets and eventually falls for prince Char.  Ella realizes she must break the spell if she is to marry Char or give him up to save his life.  

	Personal Thoughts: Ella’s spell is absolutely dreadful.  Generally, obedience and conformity are usually considered admirable traits, particularly for women. However, it can go too far. Some exploit obedience for their own personal gain.  If a woman was cast under the same type of spell today, she could be overworked on the job and/or abused by a parent, boyfriend, and/or spouse.   While obedience generally reduces chaos; ironically, more ensues during the course of Ella’s spell.  

	Noteworthy Passage: “I can’t, Lady, she said.  It was big magic to cast the spell in the first place.  But it would be big magic to undo it too.  Who can guess what would become of it?” 
(Levine 196)

	Resources: http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/levine.htm
This section of School Media Internet Library includes biographical information, lesson plans for Ella Enchanted, and links for a Middle Age unit.

	Works by Author:

The Two Princesses of Bamarre, Harper Collins, 2001
 The Princess Tales, Volume I, Harper Trophy, 1999


	Similar Works:
Esperanza Rising, Pam Munoz Ryan, Scholastic, 2000-Pura Belipe Award 

Just Ella, Margaret Peterson Haddix, Aladdin Paperback, 1999

	Miscellaneous: 1998 Newberry Honor Award


LEWIS-PATERSON (41-45)
	Lewis, C.S. The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe.  Illustrated By: Pauline Baynes, Harper Trophy, 1950, 189 pages, $   ISBN: 0-06-440942-2

	Genre: modern fantasy

	Age: 9-12 years old

	Subject: Siblings Susan, Peter, Edmund, and Lucy embark on an adventure through Narnia by merely escaping from a wardrobe full of coats.  Lucy, the youngest sister first meets up with the Mr. Tummus, the Faun, who tells her of the evil White Witch.  Since he doesn’t take her to the queen, he is arrested.  Next, mischievous older brother Edmund actually meets the White Witch who tempts him with Turkish Delights.   Susan and Peter eventually uncover the same findings as their brother and sister.  With the help of the Beavers, they try to free Mr. Tummus.  However, they must confront Edmund’s sin of actually partaking of the White Witch’s food, and his running away towards her. Aslan, virtuous brave lion, is the only being who can defeat the queen.  The battle between good and evil continues….

	Personal Thoughts: The lion and witch symbolize common struggles.  It is easy for people to persuade you to commit actions that are wrong.  Readers will recognize that through Edmund’s behavior.  However, others are willing to take a stand by helping others even when it causes them pain.  The Lion’s sacrifice for Edmund is a case in point.  

	Noteworthy Passage: “At last they heard Aslan’s voice, “You can all come back,” he said.  “I have settled the matter.  She has renounced the claim on your brother’s blood.” 

( Lewis 144).

	Series: Chronicles of Narnia

	Resources http://cslewis.drzeus.net/other/other.html- The Into the Wardrobe: C.S Lewis Website includes news, illustrations, email lists,biographical illustrations, and other numerous C.S Lewis links.

	Works by Author:

 The Magician’s Nephew, Harper Collins, 1955
The Last Battle, Harper Collins, 1956

	Similar Works: 

Tuck Everlasting, Natalie Babbitt, Sunburst, 1975
A Wrinkle in Time, Madeleine L’Engle, Bantam Doubleday, 1962


	Lindgren, Astrid & Lamborn Florence (translator). Pippi Longstocking. Illustrated By: Louis S. Glanzman, Viking Press, 1950, 160 pages, $15.99, ISBN: 0-670-55745-5

	Genre: modern fantasy

	Age: 8-11 years old

	Subject: Pippi Longstocking is a 9 year girl who lives with her monkey Mr. Nielson and without her parental supervision in her own home at the village of Villa Villekulla.  The townspeople are clearly Pippi’s home situation. They are even more bewildered when performs amazing feats.  Pippi manages to enjoy herself, particularly when her neighbors Tommy and Annika play with her. 

	Personal Thoughts:  I remember watching the Pippi Longstocking TV movies in amazement.  Even after reading the novel as an adult, I am still in awe of this character.
It’s inconceivable for a 9 year old girl can live independently.  Young Pippi could stand up to bullies, police officers, and thieves.  She could take care of herself without any parental guidance.  She also manages to stay happy despite her circumstances.  Even though she enjoys Tommy and Annika’s company, she doesn’t need them to survive.  They are simply nice friends to pass the time.  Tommy and Annika gain found memories and newfound courage through their encounters with  Pippi.  Its just too bad Pippi did not go to school.  What will she be like later in life?  The ending of this first tale is a bit abrupt.  It doesn’t seem to lead to a continuation and it doesn’t end with a bang.

	Noteworthy Passage: “I don’t even remember what we used to play before she came, do you? “ Oh, sure we played croquet and things like that,” said Annika. But its lots more fun with Pippi around, I think.” (Lindgren 47).

	Series: first installment of the Pippi Longstocking series

	Resources: http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/lindgren.htm
The School Media Internet Library includes biographical information on Astrid Lindgren.

	Works by Author: Ronia the Robber’s Daughter, Puffin, 1981

 The Children of Noisy Village, Puffin, 1961

	Similar Works: 

Mrs. Piggie Wiggie, Betty MacDonald, Harper Trophy, 1947
Mr. Poppers, Richard Atwater, Little Brown, 1938

	Miscellaneous: 1957 Hans Christian Anderson Award


	Lowry, Lois. Number The Stars. Houghlin Mifflin, 1989, 137 pages, $16.00. ISBN:  0-395-51060-0

	Genre: historical fiction

	Age: 8-12 years old

	Subject: Annemarie Johansen and her best friend Ellen Rosen live normal childhood existences until the Germans conquer their native Denmark during WWII.  The Rosens particularly endure persecution and dangers as Jews living in Nazi occupied territory. As members of the Danish resistance movement, Annemarie’s family willingly helps the Rosens escape to unoccupied Sweden.  Lowry chronicles the girl’s loss of innocence as they confront the perils of war.

	Personal Thoughts: Upper elementary students will be able to identify with Annemarie and Ellen’s friendship.  Minority children may relate to the discrimination the Rosen family experiences.  This novel will be appropriate for a basic background of Holocaust.

	Noteworthy Passage: 

	Resources http://motlc.wiesenthal.com/site/pp.asp?c=gvKVLcMVIuG&b=358201
Simon Wiesenthal, Museum of Tolerance Multimedia Learning Center includes virtual exhibits, special collections, virtual media center, frequently asked questions, and teacher resources. This compliments Lowry’s work.

	Works by Author:

Gathering Blue, Walter Lorraine, 2000
 The Giver, Houghlin Mifflin, 1993-Newberry Winner
Anastasia Krupnik, Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1979

	Similar Works: 

Bridge to Terabithia, Katherine Paterson, Harper Trophy, 1979- Newberry Winner
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, Mildred D. Taylor, Puffin Books, 1976-Newberry Winner

	Miscellaneous: 1990 Newberry Award


	O’Dell, Scott. Island of the Blue Dolphins. Illustrated By:Ted Lewin, Houghlin Mifflin, 1960, 181 pages, $ 22.00 , ISBN 0395-53680-4

	Genre: historical fiction

	Age: 10-14 years old

	Subject:  O’Dell recounts the life of the Lost Woman of St. Nicholas (aka. Karana) in his fictional account. Karana lived with her tribe and family on Coral Cove, an island with clear blue waters like the shape of the dolphins.  Karana’s life changes profoundly after the Aleutians, Russian outer trappers, kill many men from her Indian tribe.  Eventually, she must fend for herself after a rescue crew leaves her and her brother Ramo behind.  Karana becomes completely isolated after Ramo is murdered by wild dogs shortly afterwards.  Karana manages to survive by recalling the fishing, hunting, navigating, and sewing skills.  She relies on Rontu, the yellow eyed white dog, Monawee, the shiny young sea otter, and fellow animals for companionship. 

	Personal Thoughts: After Karana’s whole family vanished, I find it astounding that she had the will to live.  She truly believed another ship would come and rescue.  Through the author’s notes, I learned that took 18 years. Could anyone of us survive on an island for that long?

	Noteworthy Passage: “If Ulape and my father came back and laughed, still I would have felt the same way, for animals and birds are like people, too, though they did not talk the same or do the same things.  Without them the earth would be an unhappy place” (O’Dell 153).

	Resources: http://www.scottodell.com/
Scott O’Dell’s official web page includes biographical details, book information, quiz information



	Works by Author:

Zia, Dell Laurel Leaf, 1976

Sing Down the Moon, Dell Laurel Leaf, 1970-Newberry Honor Award
The Black Pearl, Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1967-Newberry Honor Award

	Similar Works: 
Number the Stars, Lois Lowry, Houghlin Mifflin, 1989.   
From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, E.L Konigsburg, Anthenbum Books, 1967

	Miscellaneous: 1961 Newberry Award Winner

The Scott O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction currently available for this type of noteworthy literature


	Paterson, Katherine Title: Bridge to Terabithia. Illustrated By: Donna Diamond, Harper Collins, 1977, 128 pages, $ 15.99 ,   ISBN 0-690-01359-0

	Genre: realistic fiction, peers

	Age: 9-13 years old

	Subject: Jess lives in a farming community where his dad struggles to make ends meet for the family.  He hopes to make his mark as the fastest runner in the fifth grade.  However, his attempt gets thwarted by his next door neighbor Leslie Burke. At first, Jess resents how Leslie beats him and the other boys at running.  Eventually, they recognize their commonalities, and they create their own community named Terabithia.  Jess and Leslie have a control and freedom to live their lives as they wish during their rule there.  Jess escapes the demands placed on him by his family while Leslie learns a country way of living.  Unfortunately, their relationship will come to an end.

	Personal Thoughts: When I first began reading the novel, I was less than enthusiastic.  Why would I care about the life of a farm boy?  However, I enjoyed the tale more once Leslie was introduced.  I related to her intelligence and willingness to be herself despite the rejection of her peers.  I was impressed with the way Patterson made the friendship of two opposites in background and gender real and meaningful.  I was dumbfounded by the movie previews showing the mysticism of Terabithia. I simply overlooked that feature when reading the book.

	Noteworthy Passage: The reaction did not seem to bother her.  She stood there with her eyes saying, “OK, friends here I am” (Patterson 19)

	Resources: http://www.terabithia.com/ Katherine Paterson’s official website includes novel links, dates of appearances, and biographical information.  The library scroll provides a comprehensive view of all Paterson’s works.

	Works by Author:

Bread and Roses, Too, Clarion, 2006
 Jacob Have I Loved, Harper Trophy, 1980-Newberry Award Winner
The Great Gilly Hopkins, Harper Trophy 1978-Newberry Honor Award

	Similar Works: 

The Giver, Lois Lowry, Houghlin Mifflin, 1993
Tuck Everlasting, Natalie Babbitt, Straus & Giroux, 1975

	Miscellaneous: 1978 Newberry Award Winner


PAULSEN-WHITE (46-50)

	Paulsen, Gary Hatchet. Anthenum Books, 1987, 195 pages, $17.99, ISBN: 0-689-84092-6

	Genre: realistic fiction, adventure & survival

	Age: 9-12 years old

	Subject: Brian Robeson takes a plane ride on a single engine craft to visit his father for the first time since his parents divorced.  Brian resents his mother for having an affair, but he keeps it a secret.  Unfortunately, during the plane ride, the pilot has a heart attack and the plane crashes in the wilderness.  Brian must learn how to stay warm, eat food, and fend off animals, and tag down a survival crew.  After weeks, Brian becomes a man because he must develop survival skills.

	Personal Thoughts: It’s amazing how this 13 year old has intestinal fortitude.  Without any help, he figures out how to survive.  Unlike the overwhelming majority of teenagers, Brian’s circumstances force him to  mature beyond his years.

	Noteworthy Passage: “Brian Robeson stared out the window of the small plane at the endless green northern wilderness below... (Paulsen, Ch 1).

	Series Information:  first in the Brian Winter collection

	Resources http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/paulsen.htm
This section of the Internet School Library Media Center includes lesson plans, a biography, book reviews, and ERIC links.

	Works by Author: 
Brian’s Winter, Laurel Leaf, 1998

The River, Delacorte, 1991
Dog Song, Bradbury, 1986 

	Similar Works: 

Holes, Louis Sachar, Yearling , 2000
Tuck Everlasting, Natalie Babbitt, Farrar Strauss and Girioux, 1985

	Miscellaneous: 1988 Newberry Honor Award


	Rawls, Wilson. Where the Red Fern Grows.  Delacourte Press, 1961, 212 pages, $ 16.95, ISBN: 0-385-32330-1


	Genre: realistic fiction, animals

	Age: 9-11 years old

	Subject: As a man, Billy reflects on his childhood in the Ozarks.  His family lived in the country away from the city, and they were home schooled. 

Billy worked for two years to save up enough money to buy hounds for hunting.  Billy and his two hounds Old Dan and Little Ann develop a special bond.  They perform amazing feats in catching coons in the area to the point of winning a gold cup in the Coon championship.  However, Billy must mature beyond his years when this friendship comes to an end.

	Personal Thoughts: At times, it was difficult to read this novel because I am not too fond of hunting.  However, Rawls depicts characters in a way that I will root for them.  Their relationship is something special and irreplaceable.  I was deeply moved and encouraged with the family’s spiritual faith.

	Noteworthy Passage: We all feel that way, Billy, she said.  “I do especially.  They fulfilled a prayer I never thought would be answered” (Rawls 203)

	Resources http://library.thinkquest.org/5385/ The Think Quest Library group included a site on Wilson Rahls.  The webpage includes author notes, games & activities, and book information on Summer of the Monkeys and Where the Red Fern Grows.

	Other Work by Author:

Summer of the Monkeys, Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1976

	Similar Works: 

Because of Winn Dixie, Kate DiCamillo, Candlewick, 2000-Newberry Honor Award
Old Yeller, Fred Gipson,  Harper Collins, 1956-Newberry Honor Award


	Sachar, Louis  Holes. Photographs By: Walt Disney Pictures,  Random House, 1998, $ 17.00, 233 pages, ISBN: 0-440-41946-8

	Genre: realistic fiction, mystery

	Age: 9-14 years old 

	Subject: Stanley Yelants (the last name spelled backwards spells the first) must overcome a family curse from his great great grandfather who stole a pig from his foreign land before coming to America. Stanley always got teased in school for being overweight.  What is worse Stanley gets sent to Camp Green Lake because he caught Cylde Livingston’s shoes as they fell from the sky (Zero ended up stealing them and placing them in Stanley’s backpack).  At Camp Green Lake, a desolate wasteland in Texas, Stanley must daily dig holes five feet deep in the hot burning sun as punishment.  As a part of the section D boy’s group, Stanley becomes stronger and learns many valuable lessons. Stanley-the cursed great great grandson who must dig holes, Xray, the leader of the group

	Personal Thoughts: How could the counselors get away with having the boys dig holes in the blazing hot sun instead schooling them?  I enjoyed the way Sachar reveals truths about Camp Green Lake, the Yelants and Zenoni family histories through the boy’s experiences.  I was also impressed with how well  Stanley handles trying situations.

	Noteworthy Passage: Whenever anything went wrong, they always blamed Stanley’s no-good-rotten-pig-stealing-great- great grandfather (Sachar 7).

	Series: Book #1 of the Holes series, Stanley Yelants survival guide

	Resources: http://www.louissachar.com/  Louis Sachar’s official website includes an author bio, book, and movie information.

	Works by Author:

 Small Steps, Delacourte Books, 2006
Sixth Grade Secrets, Scholastic, 1987
Sideway Stories from Wayside School, Harper Trophy, 1978

	Similar Works:
Hoot, Carl Hiaasen, Alfred Knoff, 2002 
The Outsiders, S.E Hinton, Viking Press, 1967

	Miscellaneous: 1999 Newberry Award Winner


	Snicket, Lemony. A Series of Unfortunate Events:  The Bad Beginning. Illustrated By: Brett Helquist, Harper Collins, 1999, 162 pages, $15.89, ISBN:  0-06-440766-7

	Genre: adventure, peers

	Age: 9-12 years old

	Subject: The story begins with three siblings living comfortably with their family.  As the oldest child, Violet concocts many inventions.   Klaus, the middle brother, reads enormous numbers of books for pleasure.  Sunny, the infant likes to bite items for fun.  They hear the painful news that their lovely mansion burned with their parents inside.  Besides the pain of losing their parents, The Baudelaire children must confront painful realities. Mr. Poe, the executor of the Baudelaire estate has very little sympathy for the children.  He views them as spoiled children who need to be out of his way as soon as possible.  Mr. Poe sends them to the evil Count Olaf, a distant relative & actor who will do whatever it takes to get Baudelaire fortune. Mr. Poe is unwillingly to recognize their cries for help. Justice Strauss, Olaf’s next door neighbor tries to help the children as much as possible by allowing them to play in her house and read books from her library collection.  However, it is not enough to overcome Olaf’s cruelty and schemes.  The Baudelaires must develop the intestinal fortitude and use all their wits to prevail over Olaf.

	Personal Thoughts: It is amazing how the Baudelaires survive all the pain in their lives.  Their love for each other is amazing.  Even after the conclusion of part one, they must continue to overcome enormous setbacks.

	Noteworthy Passage: “Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire were intelligent children, and they were 
charming, and resourceful, and had pleasant features, but they were extremely unlucky, and most everything that happened to them was rife with misfortune, misery, and despair” (Snicket 1) 

	Series: first book of Series of Unfortunate Events

	Resources: http://www.lemonysnicket.com/   The Series of Unfortunate Events website comprises of author & illustrator information, book listings, Ecard & other writing activities, multimedia displays, and Snicket’s email address.

	Works by Author:

The Beatrice Letters (A Series of Unfortunate Events), Harper Collins, 2006

Lemony Snicket: The Unauthorized Autobiography, Harper Collins, 2002

	Similar Works: 

Artemis Fowl, Erin Colfer, Hyperion Book, 2001
Harry Potter & The Sorcerer’s Stone, J.K Rowling, Thorndike Press, 1997


	White, E.B. Charlotte’s Web. Illustrated By: Garth Williams, Harper Collins, 1952, 183 pages, $18.99 , ISBN: 0-06-028298-3  


	Genre: animal fantasy

	Age: 8-11 years old

	Subject: The story begins in a small farm where 8 year old Fern saves Wilbur, a runt of a pig, from being butchered.  She cares for him until he becomes too big to care for anymore.  Wilbur moves to Fern’s uncle Zimmerman’s farm.  At the farm, Wilbur meets the sheep, goose, and crickets, but is lonely without a true friend.  That changes when he meets the spider Charlotte who befriends him.  Life at the Zimmerman’s farm is pleasant, especially when Fern comes to visit Wilbur.  Unfortunately, the goose informs Wilbur how the Uncle Zimmerman plans on butchering him before the year’s end.  Charlotte decides to do whatever it takes to save her friend.  Even though all the animals in the farm despise him, Templeton, the rat assists in the effort to save Wilbur (with some coaxing and bribery of course). The county fair will be the best opportunity for the Zimmermans, Averys, and rest of the community to see why Wilbur is special and deserves to live.  Even though Charlotte helps Wilbur out of love, it takes a physical toil on her.  

	Personal Thoughts: I recall the thrill reading this book and watching it on TV as a kid growing up.  Since I had such fond memories of Charlotte’s Web, I chose it as one of my novels.  I am glad I made that decision.  The friendship between Wilbur and Charlotte is truly touching.  That type of relationship is rare and hard to find.  If more people treated each other with the same courtesy as these two animals, the world would be a much more pleasant place to live.

	Noteworthy Passage: “I was never more serious in my life.  I am not going to let you die, Wilbur.” 
(White 63)

	Resources: 
http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/white.htm-  This portion of Internet School Library Media includes biographical information, lesson plans, units, and ERIC resources on E.B White. A link for Mrs. Talvera’s site, a blue ribbon web winner on Charlotte’s Web is also included.

	Works by Author:

The Trumpet of the Swan, Harper Collins, 1970
Stuart Little, Harper Trophy, 1945

	Similar Works: 

Where the Wild Things Are, Maurice Sendak, Harper Collins, 1963-Caldecott Medal
The Cricket in Times  Square, George Selden, Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1960-Newberry Honor Award


Resources

Amazon.com- www.amazon.com
This site contained a listing of the author’s novels and related works.
Internet School Library Media Center http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/index.html
This source included biographical and teacher resources on many children’s authors.

LibraryVideo.com- www.libraryvideo.com
This webpage provided bibliographical references and age group labels for VHS sources.

Tomlinson, C. & Lynch-Brown, C. (2002).  Essentials of children’s literature (4th ed.).
Lynch and Tomlinson’s text gave age group and genre labels for literary works.
Student Notes
I chose literature for this assortment with a few goals in mind.  I wanted my resources to incorporate a variety of texts.  I accomplished this by dividing the works into six distinct genres: easy readers, folktales, media, non-fiction & biography, poetry, and chapter books.  I chose literary works based on my past middle school teaching experiences and personal interests.  If I graded numerous book reports on a novel that I had never actually read, I figured his assignment proved ripe for partaking the reading.  I distinctly recall deciding on Scott O’Dell’s Island of the Blue Dolphins, Gary Paulsen’s Hatchet, and Louis Sachar’s Holes for that exact reason.  I generally do not check out adventure or mystery novels; however, I know many teenagers read them.  As a future public librarian, I recognize the importance of being in the loop in this regard.  To a less degree, I gravitated towards works that enhanced the school curriculum. I believe upper elementary teachers would find Bill Nye: The Science Guy, Carmen T.Bernier-Grand, Cesar, Si, Se Puede, Yes, We Can!   Lois Lowry’s Number of the Stars, and School House Rock worthwhile.  However, I primarily checked out materials that I would find pleasurable.  I wouldn’t have reaped the benefits of completing this assignment otherwise.  Since I thoroughly enjoyed reading E.L Konigsburg’s From the Mixed Up Files From Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, Judy Blume’s Tales of the Fourth Grade Nothing, and E.B White’s Charlotte’s Web as a child, I figured I would stroll down memory lane.  These books did not disappoint.  During my non-fiction stroll, I seized on works I would check out regardless.  I latched onto Sasha Cohen’s autobiography because I am an engaged figure skating fan.  Sylvia McNair’s work on Finland provided the opportunity for me to learn more about my heritage.  Since I based my selection criteria from professional experience and personal enjoyment, I did not rely on reviews to choose the materials.
I constructed the layout of the reports in a consistent format.  When I drafted the bibliographical information, I made an effort to retrieve original copyright data from Amazon.com.  I wrote reprint when I could not achieve this objective.  From the webpage, I also picked author and related works that related most closely to the plot of the main text.   At times, I browsed through several pages of “Customers Also Selected” to decide on selections that fit the best.  The Lynch and Tomlinson textbook served a useful purpose for noteworthy genre collections age user group information.  For the miscellaneous section, I wrote awards scripted on the binding itself.  As a result, I only listed Coreta Scott King, National Book Award, Newberry, and Pura Belipe because these were actually imprinted on the front of the cover.   Even though Harry Potter has received ALA recognition, I only recorded that it was one of the most challenged books of the twenty first century because I recalled that fact from previous study.  I divided the books into genres or groupings of five, in the case of the chapter books, for easier viewing.  This structure allows viewers to navigate through the collection.
Assign. 5 grade: A 
 
Nice mix of books and media, including many award winners.  Good annotations with your opinion about the books.    Correct bib data and sources listed.  This database should serve as an excellent source when you do readers advisory at the children's desk.  
 
Discussion Grade:  A  
Very thoughtful posts each week.
 
Final grade:  A-
 
 
Excellent work.
Thanks, Penny Peck
