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	Library 262: April Geltch’s Young Adult Materials Database


Print Materials
	Author
	Title
	Item #

	Alexie, Sherman
	The Absolutely True Diary
	1

	Anderson, Laurie Halse
	Speak
	2

	Anderson, M.T
	Feed
	3

	Block, Francesca Lia
	Weetzie Bat
	4

	Brashares, Ann
	Second Summer Sisterhood
	5

	Bush, Jenna
	Ana’s Story
	6

	Cohn, Rachel
	Nick & Norah’s Playlist
	7

	Cooney, Caroline
	Driver’s Ed
	8

	Cooney, Caroline
	The Terrorist
	9

	Cooney, Caroline
	Voice on the Radio
	10

	Cormier, Robert
	Chocolate War
	11

	Cormier, Robert
	I am the Cheese
	12

	Crutcher, Chris
	Chinese Handcuffs
	13

	Crutcher, Chris
	King of the Mild Frontier
	14

	Crutcher, Chris
	Staying Fat Sarah Byrnes
	15

	Dixon, Charles
	J.R.R. Tolkien The Hobbit
	16

	Ethridge, Shannon
	Young Woman Battle
	17

	Flinn, Alex
	Breathing Underwater
	18

	Gantos, Jack
	Hole in My Life
	19

	Garden, Nancy
	Annie on My Mind
	20

	Giles, Gail
	Cass McBride
	21

	Green, John
	Looking for Alaska
	22

	Gregory, Julie
	Munchausen Proxy Child
	23

	Hinton, S.E.
	The Outsiders
	24

	Jamison, Jayne 
	Seventeen Magazine
	25

	Koningsburg, E.L
	Silent to the Bone
	26

	Korczak, Ayal
	LA Teen
	27

	Krovatin, Chris
	Heavy Metal & You
	28

	Meyer, Stephanie
	Twilight
	29

	Myers, Walter Dean
	Fallen Angels
	30

	Myers, Walter Dean
	Monster
	31

	Paoloni, Christopher
	Eragon
	32

	Runyon, Brent
	Burn Journals
	33

	Sonnenblick, Jordon
	Notes Midnight Driver
	34

	Soto, Gary
	Buried Onions
	35

	Togashi, Yoshihiro
	Yuhu Hakusho
	36

	Trueman, Terry
	Stuck in Neutral
	37

	Werlin, Nancy
	Double Helix
	38

	Yang, Luen, Gene
	American Born Chinese
	39

	Zusak, Marcus
	Book Thief
	40


Multimedia Materials

	Title
	Format
	Item #

	At Game-Girls
	gaming
	41

	Audible Kids
	online source
	42

	Becoming Jane
	movie
	43

	Breakfast Club
	movie
	44

	Dawson’s Creek
	music CD
	45

	Election
	movie
	46

	Everwood Season 2
	Tv show
	47

	Harry Potter
	movie
	48

	High School Musical
	music CD
	49

	Juno
	movie
	50

	King.com-game shows
	gaming
	51

	Kyle XY
	TV show
	52

	Laguna Beach Season 1
	TV Show
	53

	Mean Girls
	movie
	54

	The Outsiders
	movie
	55

	Perfect Score
	movie
	56

	Quinceanera
	movie
	57

	Simon Birch
	movie
	58

	Sister Traveling Pants
	movie
	59

	WOW Hits 2006
	music CD
	60


Print Materials (1-40)

Item #1
	Bibliographic Information

Alexie, Sherman. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian. Illustrations by Ellen Forney,  Little Brown & Company, 2007, $16.99 (hard cover), 230 pages, ISBN 0-316-0368-4

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, humor, Indian reservation

	Summary
Junior (Arnold Spirit) lives with a multitude of health problems due to swelled spinal fluid in the brain.  Only Junior’s alcoholic parents, sister, grandmother, and best friend Rowdy love and support him. Life on the Spokane reservation offers few opportunities for breaking out of an impoverished life. Through the surprise encouragement of a teacher, Junior decides to improve his lot by attending Riordan High, a non reservation school, 22 miles from the reservation.  He must find his niche in both his old and new worlds.

	Annotation
Life is a matter of survival for the overwhelming majority of Indians on the Spokane reservation.  Junior (Arnold Spirit) goes against the mode by striving for a better life with humor and a can-do attitude 

	Evaluation
Alexie effectively characterizes Junior’s state of mind with graphics and humor.   Readers root for Junior as he overcomes unimaginable tragedy and difficulties  for someone his age.  Even teens who are not members of a Native American will identify with Junior’s experiences.

	Promotion/Use
Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian will circulate at a school and public library once youth service librarians make the novel known to teen patrons. 

	Read Alikes
Alexie, Sherman, The Lone Ranger & Tonto Fistfight in Heaven
Tan, Shaun, The Arrival
Yang, Luen, Gene- American Born Chinese

	Book Award

2007 National Book Award for Young People’s Literature
ALA Best Books for Young Adults Recognition

	Additional Information
Dave Weich Interview with Sherman Alexie- http://www.powells.com/authors/shermanalexie.html
Official Sherman Alexie Website http://www.fallsapart.com/


Item #2
	Bibliographic Information

Anderson, Laurie Halse. Speak. Farrar Strauss Giroux, 1999,  189 pages, $15.99 (hard cover), ISBN 0-374-37152-0

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, date rape

	Summary
Melinda Sordino loses her friends and becomes a social outcast at Merryweather High by calling the police during a summer party. She finds refuge in an art class.  When her former friend Rachel Bruin begins dating Andy Evans, Melinda realizes it is time to speak out.

	Annotation
After notifying the police of an unsupervised get-together, Melinda Sordino endures her freshmen year without the support of her former middle school friends.  She also holds onto an unbearable truth she can not admit to herself or to others.

	Evaluation
Speak discusses an important issue teenagers can not ignore.  Anderson shatters many misconceptions regarding date rape.  Many readers can also identify with Melinda’s struggle of fitting into a new environment.

	Promotion/Library Use
Speak could be shown in a high school health or psychology class during a sex education unit. Public libraries may arrange a screening during times dedicated to preventing sexual abuse, domestic violence, date rape, etc.

	Read Alikes
Ana’s Story, Jenna Bush
Whale Talk, Chris Crutcher
Breathing Underwater, Alex Flinn

	Book Awards

ALA Printz Medal Winner

National Book Award Nomination

	Additional Information
Official Website http://www.writerlady.com
Lifetime film http://www.imdb.com/title/tt03/793/


Item #3
	Bibliographic Information

Anderson, M.T. Feed, Candlewick Press, 2002, $7.99 (paperback), 299 pages, ISBN 0-7636-2259-1

	Genre/Subject
science fiction, information technology


	Summary
Titus lives in an America where 73% of the population have feeds, electronic devices implanted in the brain.  These transmit news, diversions, and facts & figures tailored to the individual.  During an excursion to Mars, Titus falls for Violet, a girl who had the feed implanted as a seven year old.  Havoc ensues after Violet’s feed malfunctions as a result of the trip.

	Annotation
Advertisers promise consumers unlimited information and entertainment access through an electronic memory devise inserted in the brain.  Unfortunately, Titus and Violet sadly discover the feed is not a 100% guarantee for life long happiness.

	Evaluation
Anderson cleverly comments on societal controls in spite of technological advances.  Governments, corporations, and advertisers can easily steer the public to their products due to information overload.

	Promotion/Use
High school students may find Feed an invaluable resource for a research project on information technology.

	Read Alikes
Lowry, Lois, The Giver
Werlin, Nancy, Double Helix

	Book Award

ALA Best Book for Young Adults

National Book Award finalist

	Additional Information
Candlewick Press Bio & Book Listing M.T Anderson http://www.candlewick.com/authill.asp?b=Author&m=bio&id=2150&pix=n
Critique-M.T Anderson-Feed http://www.northern.edu/hastingw/anderson_feed.html


Item #4
	Bibliographic Information

Block, Francesca Lia, Weetzie Bat. Harper Row, 1989, $12.99 (hardcover), 88 pages,
ISBN 0-06-020534-2

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, love, friendship, family

	Summary
Weetzie Bat seeks the Hollywood fairytale.  She originally hopes to find it with her friend Dirk, but eventually realizes they are meant to be friends.  After Weetzie’s grandmother dies, she finds a genie.  She receives three wishes, yet still must face harsh realities.

	Annotation
Weetzie Bat finds fulfillment and loneliness through the loves of her life.

	Evaluation
Weetzie Bat’s escapades resemble a hippy lifestyle of the 1960s.  She gets her heart’s desires through friendships, love, and drugs.


	Promotion/Use
A YA librarian may advertise Weetzie Bat as an easy reader for teenagers.  
Block discusses important themes such as drugs, gay relationships, and teen pregnancy in this short & concise novel.

	Read Alikes
Chboksy, Stephen, The Perks of Being a Wallflower
Garden, Nancy, Annie on My Mind
Leviathan, David, Boy Meets Boy

	Book Award

ALA Margaret A Edwards Life Time Achievement Award

	Additional Information

Francesca Lia Block Shrine- http://languageisavirus.com/slinkster/
Official Francesca Lia Block Site- http://www.francescaliablock.com/


Item #5
	Bibliographic Information

Brashares, Ann. The Second Summer of the Sisterhood. Delacorte Press, 2003, $15.95 (hard cover), 373 pages, ISBN 0-385-72934-0.

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, friendship

	Summary
The traveling pants take on a new form during the second summer of the sisterhood.  Bridget (Bee) leaves for Alabama to reconcile with her grandmother. Lena copes with breaking up with Costas, the Greek college student she fell in love during the previous summer.  Carmen’s relationship with her mother changes when she begins dating a man from work.  At film school, Tibby tries to find closure from her twelve year old friend Bailey's death.

	Annotation
Best friends Bridget, Lena, Carmen, and Tibby uncover new lessons about life and love during the second summer of owning the traveling pants.

	Evaluation
Brashares continues the story of four friends who embark closer to adulthood in this second segment of the Traveling Pants series.

	Promotion/Use
Librarians could incorporate Brashares’ novels in“Read the Book, Watch the Movie” program, especially for teenaged girls and their mothers.

	Read Alikes
Dessen, Sarah, The Truth About Forever

Harrison, Lisi, It’s Not Easy Being Mean (Clique Series)

Random House (publisher), Keep in Touch: Letters, Notes, and More from The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants  

	Book Award

ALA Top Ten Teen List


	Additional Information
Ann Brashares Web Site- http://www.annbrashares.net/
Interview with Ann Brashares- http://www.bookbrowse.com/author_interviews/full/index.cfm?author_number=691
Part Two of Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants series


Item #6
	Bibliographic Information

Bush, Jenna, Ana’s Story, Harper Collins, 2007, $19.89 (hardcover), 290 pages, ISBN 978-0-06-137910-9

	Genre/Subject
non fiction, biography, HIV, child abuse

	Summary
During her stint with UNICEF, Jenna Bush meets Ana, a teenaged mother who is infected with HIV.  Jenna writes about Ana's childhood experiences of abuse, molestation, and dealing with the disease she was plagued from birth.  References on abuse & HIV and study guide questions are included at the end of the work.

	Annotation
Ana overcomes HIV and a traumatic childhood to live a meaningful life with her new born baby. 

	Evaluation
By personalizing Ana’s experiences, Jenna Bush increases awareness of HIV and child abuse.

	Promotion/Use
Bush’s biographical account compliments a sex education unit in a biology, health, or psychology course.  Public libraries may consider using this work for book discussion groups during AIDS awareness month.

	Read Alikes
Pelzer, Dave, Child Called “It”: One Child’s Courage to Survive
Rosten, Miles, Taking Away the Distance: A Young Orphan's Journey and the AIDS Epidemic in Africa Crusade to Unite Children Orphaned by the Epidemic

	Additional Information
Ana’s Story: A Journey of Hope- http://www.harperteen-ana.com
http://www.harperteen-ana.com/blog/
USA Today article-“Jenna Bush’s ‘Ana’s Story’ sounds HIV Message for Teens- http://www.usatoday.com/life/books/reviews/2007-09-26-jenna-bush_N.htm


Item #7

	Bibliographic Information

Cohn, Rachel & Levithan, David, Nick & Norah’s Infinite Playlist, Alfred A. Knoff, 2006, $16.95, 183 pages, ISBN 0-375-93521-2

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, dating, music

	Summary
Nick starts the evening ready to perform with his rock band.  He struggles to overcome his sadness and frustration in seeing his former girlfriend Tris with another guy.  To ease the tension, he asks another girl Norah to be his girlfriend for five minutes.  This begins a wild night with the possibilities for healing and beginning of  a new relationship.

	Annotation
On one crazy night filled with rock-n-roll music, Nick and Norah find a second chance at love. 

	Evaluation
Nick & Norah’s Infinite Playlist would be the ideal date movie.  Like the beginning of many torrid love affairs, Nick and Norah quickly become attracted to each other on a chance encounter.  Nick and Norah listen to music tunes and share intimate thoughts.

	Promotion/Use
Cohn’s book has and will continue to widely circulate among teenagers since music provides an outlet for empathetic characters to fall in love.  By placing this work on an open display, youth librarians will increase teen participation in the summer reading program.

	Read Alikes
Naomi & Eli’s No Kiss List, Rachel Cohn

Heavy Metal & You, Chris Krovatin

	Book Award

ALA Best Books for Young Adults Recognition

ALA Quick Pick for Reluctant Young Adult Readers

	Additional Information
Nick & Norah’s Infinite Playlist Site- http://www.randomhouse.com/teens/nickandnorah/home.php
Nick & Norah’s Infinite Playlist (2008)- USA TV film- http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0981227/
Rachel Cohn Site- http://www.rachelcohn.com/


Item #8
	Bibliographic Information

Cooney, Caroline. Driver’s Ed., Delacorte Press, 1994, $15.95 (hardcover),
184 pages, ISBN 0-385-32087-6. 

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, suspense, Driver’s Ed

	Summary
Rembrandt (Remy)Marland takes Driver's Ed in hopes of getting her license and falling in love with Morgan Campbell, the boy of her dreams.  Morgan also desires the freedoms of driving on the road. Remy, Morgan, and trouble maker Nicholas play a prank of removing traffic signs that has a deadly outcome.

	Annotation
Remy, Morgan, and their classmates embark on an important rite of passage through the lessons learned in and out of the rooms of Driver’s Ed.

	Evaluation
My traffic school instructors imparted the knowledge of driving being a right and not a privilege.  Cooney imparts this morale well through Remy and Morgan’s experiences.

	Promotion/Use
Driver’s Ed teachers could incorporate this novel into their course.

	Read Alikes
Mcbain, Ed,  Driving Lessons

Smith, Timothy C, Crashproof Your Kids: Make Your Teen a Safer, Smarter Driver

	Book Awards:

ALA Best Book for Young Adults Recognition
Booklist Children Editors’ Choice

	Additional Information
Kid’s Reads-Author profile Caroline Cooney- http://www.kidsreads.com/authors/au-cooney-caroline.asp
Lesson Plans for Driver’s Ed

http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780440219811&view=tg


Item #9
	Bibliographic Information

Cooney, Caroline. The Terrorist. Scholastic Press, 1997, $15.99, 198 pages, ISBN 0-590-22853-6

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, suspense, international terrorism

	Summary
Laura Williams meets people from all over the world as a student at London International Academy. She remains open minded while her other classmates hold to firmly held beliefs.  Her life takes a dramatic turn after her brother Billy is killed in a suicide bombing at a nearby subway station. While some sympathize or pull away from Laura, one student attempts to take advantage of her grief for a personal & political gain.

	Annotation
Laura Williams learns who her friends and enemies are the hard way in an international environment away from the comforts of home.

	Evaluation
This Cooney work seems rather timely since terrorism is on the forefront of international affairs. Cooney accurately depicts children as the primary victims of such violence.

	Promotion/ Use
Secondary Social Studies or English teachers will find this work a helpful companion during a study of international terrorism or cultural diversity.  In a psychology course, students may exam The Terrorist for examples on different ways people handle grief.

	Read Alikes
Sebestyen, Ouida, Out of Nowhere.

Updike, John, Terrorist: A Novel

	Additional Information
Caroline Cooney Website- http://www.carolinecooney.com/ (retrieved after author report Ugh!)
The Terrorist Book Review-

http://www.dooyoo.co.uk/printed-books/the-terrorist-caroline-b-cooney/414507/
Top 100 of ALA Challenged Books 

*Retained Montgomery County (MD) middle school list in 2001 from being anti-Arab 
http://www.marshall.edu/LIBRARY/bannedbooks/books/terrorist.asp


Item #10

	Bibliographic Information

Cooney, Caroline. The Voice on the Radio, Delacorte Press,  1996 $6.50 (paperback), 183 pages, ISBN 0-385-32213-5

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, suspense, child abduction

	Summary
In this third episode of the Face of the Milk Carton series, Janie adjusts to life back at the Johnsons. She must handle the constant local interest in the kidnapping without her boyfriend Reeve who is away at college. Unbeknownst to Janie, Reeve slowly reveals snippets of her kidnapping as a college radio DJ.  As Reeve becomes the man on campus, he feels torn about continuing his broadcasts of the “janies”. 

	Annotation
Reeve Shields paves his way at his new gig on a college radio station at the expense of his girlfriend Janie. 

	Evaluation
Unlike the previous Face on the Milk Carton installments, Cooney concentrates more exclusively on characterizing Reeve and Janie.  Reeve reveals an internal flaw of craving recognition over the girl he loves.

	Promotion/Use
Voice on the Radio mostly appeals to avid Face on the Milk Carton fans interested in the continuation of Janie’s story.

	Read Alikes
What Happened to Janie, Cooney, Caroline
The Truth About Forever, Dessen, Sarah

	Book Awards

ALA Best Book for Young Adults Recognition
ALA Quick Pick for Reluctant Readers

	Additional Information
Book Page Children’s Interview-Voice on the Radio-“Cooney Keeps the Shivers Coming” http://www.bookpage.com/9611bp/childrens/thevoiceontheradio.html
Face on the Milk Carton Series-Part Three
Random House Author Profile: Caroline Cooney- 
http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/pdf/AuthorBioCBCooney.pdf


Item #11

	Bibliographic Information

Cormier, Robert. The Chocolate War. Laurel Leaf, 1974, $7.50 (paperback), 191 pages, 0-440-94459-7

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, bullying

	Summary
As the initiator of the Vigils, a prominent secret society at an elite prep school, anything Archie says goes.  He coerces freshman football Jerry from participating in the school fundraiser. Problems mount when Jerry refuses to sell chocolates after then ten day initiation period.

	Annotation

Jerry challenges Archie’s status as power player of the Vigils, the most powerful social group on campus, to his peril.

	Evaluation
Cormier depicts bullying at its worse possible form.  Students must comply with the aggressors because no one, including the adults who are responsible for them, will intervene on their behalves.

	Promotion/Use
The Chocolate War opens up the door for class discussions on an issue permeating throughout schools across the country.   Each of Cormier’s characters experiences harassment in one way or another.

	Read Alikes
Cormier, Robert, Beyond the Chocolate War
Golding, William, Lord of the Flies
Hinton, S.E, The Outsiders

	Additional Information
IPL KidSpace Author Profile http://www.ipl.org/div/askauthor/Cormier.html
Lesson Plans for The Chocolate War http://www.webenglishteacher.com/cormier.html
Movie Adaptation of “The Chocolate War”(1988) http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0094869/


Item #12
	Bibliographic Information

Cormier, Robert.  I am the Cheese. Pantheon Books, 1977, $19.95 (hard cover), 233 pages, ISBN, 0-394-83462-3

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, psychological thriller, mystery suspense

	Summary
Adam cycles throughout Vermont to uncover the truth behind his parents’ disappearance.  Throughout various segments of the tale, Brint, a psychiatrist, interviews Adam in search for answers.  Adam gradually resolves the mystery and discovers his true self in the process.

	Annotation
Adam slowly fills in pieces of his life through a journey within and outside of himself.

	Evaluation
Cormier crafts Adam’s tale like pieces of a puzzle.  Readers must carefully weigh the motives of the characters and remain attentive to grasp the outcome.

	Promotion/Use
Students in a psychology course will find examples of interactions between a therapist and his patient in Cormier’s I am the Cheese. 

	Read Alikes
Lowry, Lois-The Giver

Zindel, Paul-The Pigman

	Book Award

ALA Margaret A Edwards Lifetime Achievement Award, Chocolate War & I Am the Cheese

	Additional Information
Movie adaptation of “I Am The Cheese” (1983) http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0085706/
Robert Cormier Background & Other Links http://www.carr.org/mae/cormier/cormier.htm
Spark Notes I Am The Cheese http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/cheese/


Item #13

	Bibliographic Information

Crutcher, Chris. Chinese Handcuffs. Harper Tempest, Greenwillow Books, 1993, $6.99 (paperback), 296 pages, ISBN 0-06-059839-5

	Genre/Subject

realistic fiction, family turmoil, molestation, suicide

	Summary
The Chinese handcuffs Dillon’s friend Stacy placed on his wrist as a child symbolize many secrets. Dillon conceals the nature of his older brother Preston’s death from classmates.  Stacy, Preston's old girlfriend, withholds the identity of her parent's adoptive son.  Dillon develops feelings for Jennifer, the star basketball player who covers up a painful truth.

	Annotation
Dillon and his closest friends Jennifer and Stacy cling onto to life shattering revelations as tightly as Chinese handcuffs.

	Evaluation
Crutcher provides a safe haven for many abused teenagers to deal with their pain through these characters. 

	Promotion/ Use
School counselors could recommend this book to teenagers enduring a wide of abuse.

	Read Alikes
Anderson, Laurie Halse, Speak
Flinn, Alex, Breathing Underwater

	Book Awards

ALA Best Book for Young Adults Recognition

	Additional Information
Book Hooks http://www.bookhooks.com/detailed.cfm?Report_number=1753
Learning About Chris Crutcher

http://www.scils.rutgers.edu/~kvander/crutcher.html


Item #14

	Bibliographic Information

Crutcher, Chris.  King of the Mild Frontier: An Ill-Advised Autobiography. Greenwillow Books, 2003, $17.95 (hard cover), 260 pages, ISBN 0-06-050250-9

	Genre/Subject
non fiction, autobiography, writing

	Summary
Chris Crutcher chronicles his journey towards becoming a therapist and writer in his autobiography. In a tongue & cheek manner, He discusses a specific part in each chapter from living in a small town, attending church, playing high school football, planning high school pranks, competing on the swim team-the Stotan, falling for his first girl, etc.

	Annotation
Chris Crutcher becomes the master of his own destiny from the choices he makes throughout his childhood in a small rural Idaho community.

	Evaluation
Crutcher fragments his story by discussing a specific childhood event in each chapter.  As a result, Crutcher leaves many facets of his life to the reader’s imagination.


	Promotion/ Use
This autobiography provides the author study and background information for a research project on Chris Crutcher.

	Read Alikes
Alexie, Sherman, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian
Myers, Walter Dean. Bad Boy: A Memoir

	Additional Information
Chris Crutcher, Homepage http://www.chriscrutcher.com/
Harper Collins Reading Guide http://www.harpercollins.com/author/authorExtra.aspx?isbn13=9780060502492&displayType=readingGuide


Item #15

	Bibliographic Information

Crutcher, Chris. Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes. Greenwillow Books, 1993, $13.95, 216 pages, ISBN  0-688-11552-7

	Genre/Subject

realistic fiction, child abuse, obesity

	Summary
By remaining overweight, Eric strives to maintain his friendship with physically deformed Sarah Byrnes who remains at mental hospital.  As Eric attempts to communicate with an unresponsive Sarah, he uncovers secrets about his other classmates, particularly those enrolled in Mrs. Lemry's Contemporary Thought class.

	Annotation
Many of Eric’s classmates, including his closest friend Sarah, put up facades to avoid revealing what’s beneath the surface. 

	Evaluation
It's rare for a high school athlete to willingly remain overweight for a friend. Mrs. Lemry's class provides a rare avenue discussing controversial topics

	Promotion/Library Use
Reoccurring themes such as abuse, control, discrimination, and domination support units in English, Social Studies, and Psychology courses. 

	Read Alikes
Mackler, Carolyn, The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big Round Things
McCormick, Patricia, Cut

	Book Awards

ALA Best Book for Young Adults Recognition
California Young Reader Medal

School Library Journal Book of the Year

	Additional Information
Books R4 Teens Review http://www.edb.utexas.edu/resources/booksR4teens/book_reviews/book_reviews.php?book_id=107
Chris Crutcher Bio at Young Adult Books Central

http://www.yabookscentral.com/cfusion/index.cfm?fuseAction=authors.

bio&bio_id=91

Talk It Up! Book Discussions for Kids. http://www.multcolib.org/talk/guides-stayingfat.html


Item #16
	Bibliographic Information

Dixon, Charles (editor), Deming Sean (editor), and Tolkien J.R.R. The Hobbit: An Illustrated Edition of the Fantasy Classic. Illustrated by David Wentzel. Ballatine, 1990, $15.00 (paperback), 138 pages, ISBN 0-345-44560-0

	Genre/Subject
fantasy, quest, treasure hunt

	Summary
Bilbo Baggins lives the comforts of home until Lord Gandoff summons him to find treasures left by their ancestors.  Bilbo and Gandoff join fourteen other dwarfs for the adventure.  They confront hunger, goblins, the dragon Smaug, and themselves to successfully complete the quest.  Along the way, Bilbo discovers a ring that protects him and his companions from dangers that lie ahead.

	Annotation
In a graphic novel, Dixon retells hobbit Bilbo Baggin’s joint venture with the dwarfs to discover long lost riches.

	Evaluation
This adaptation provides strong visual cues and condensed text for first time readers of The Hobbit.  Wentzel outlines the character’s features and reactions through multicolored illustrations.  Readers recognize dialogue through the cloud shaped captions.  However, Dixon & Deming narrate key events with typed text in bold color rectangles.

	Promotion/ Use
By displaying this text along side J.R.R. Tolkien’s novels and films, reluctant readers will be more encouraged to examine his works.

	Read Alikes
L’Engle, Madeline, A Wrinkle in Time
Lewis, C.S. & Baynes, Pauline (illustrator), The Chronicles of Narnia

	Additional Information
Abiator’s  The Hobbit- http://www.berghuis.co.nz/abiator/unit/hobbit/hindex2.html
The Hobbit Movie- http://derhobbit-film.de/indexengl.shtml
Tolkien Society- http://www.tolkiensociety.org/


Item #17
	Bibliographic Information

Ethridge, Shannon & Arterburn Stephen. Every Young Woman’s Battle: Guarding Your Mind, Heart, and Body in a Sex Saturated World. Waterbrook Press, 2005 ($13.99 paperback), 226 pages, ISBN  1-57856-856-0

	Genre

non fiction, self help

	Summary
Today, young women face unimaginable pressures such as appropriate body image, premarital sex, and exploitive media images.  Etheridge and Arterburn address how teenaged girls can overcome these through biblical principles.

	Annotation
Shannon Ethridge and Stephen Arterburn guide young women through the physical, emotional, and spiritual mind fields of modern life.

	Evaluation
Ethridge and Arterburn provide an alternative view point on an array of issues today’s young women experience.  Teenaged girls, regardless of faith will appreciate Ethridge and Arterburn’s viewpoints.

	Promotion/Use
Christian school teachers and Bible study leaders will find Ethridge’s works invaluable for spiritual instruction.  

	Read Alikes
Arterburn, Stephen. Every Young Man’s Battle: Strategies for Victory in the Real World of Sexual Temptation

Courtney, Vicki, Teenvirtue: Real Issues, Real Life…A Teen Girl’s Survival Guide
Feldhaun, Shaunti, For Young Women Only: What You Need to Know
Meyer, Joyce, Battlefield of the Mind for Teens: Winning the Battle in Your Mind

	Additional Information
Faithful Reader-http://www.faithfulreader.com/authors/au-ethridge-shannon.asp
Official Site for Shannon Ethridge http://www.shannonethridge.com/


Item #18
	Bibliographic Information

Flinn, Alex. Breathing Underwater. Harper Collins, 2001, $15.99 (hard cover), 263 pages, ISBN 0-06-029196-2

	Genre

realistic fiction, child abuse, domestic violence


	Summary
The county judge sentences Nick Andreas to probation and therapy for striking his former girlfriend Caitlin.  Nick also loses his social status at school.  He finds solace in counseling sessions with other male offenders. As Nick recounts past events, he confronts the reasons behind his violent actions.

	Annotation
Nick embarks on a journey of recovering from abusive behavior despite his girlfriend and classmates turning against him.

	Evaluation
One friend stated, “Hurt people hurt others”. Flinn offers a unique  perspective from the abuser’s point of view.  Nick changes from an antagonistic to a sympathetic character as readers uncover more of his personal history.

	Promotion/ Use
Those recovering from abuse will find Flinn’s point of view insightful. 

	Read Alikes
Klass, David, You Don’t Know Me

McCormick, Patricia, Cut
Werlin, Nancy, Rules of Survival

	Book Award

ALA Top Ten Books for Young Adults

	Additional Information
Alex Flinn Website- http://www.alexflinn.com/
@Web English Teacher- http://www.webenglishteacher.com/flinn.html
Teen Reads Review- http://www.teenreads.com/reviews/0060291982.asp


Item #19

	Bibliographic Information

Gantos, Jack. Hole in My Life. Farrar Strauss Giroux, 2002, $15.95 (hard cover), 200 pages, ISBN 0-374-3998-3

	Genre/Subject
non fiction, autobiography, prison life

	Summary
Jack Gantos chronicles his difficult journey towards manhood during the 1970s.  With little support from loved ones, Gantos survives impoverished war torn St. Croix, his senior year in high school, drug smuggling ship voyage war torn St. Croix, and fifteen months in prison.

	Annotation
Locked in the confines of a state prison for drug smuggling, Jack Gantos begins his journey of becoming a writer.

	Evaluation
Hole in My Life achieves the inverse purpose of the scared straight program.  Ironically, Gantos rejected the scare tactics of convicts incarcerated for drug possession as a high school student by ending up in the same place a few years later. However, his prison journals offer hope for redemption.

	Promotion/Use
This is a must novel for a prison library collection since many inmates will identify with Gantos and/or find inspiration from his experiences.  Some public library patrons will also gravitate towards Gantos’ autobiography if clearly displayed. 

	Read Alikes
Myers, Walter Dean, Monster (Amistad)
Zusak, Marcus, I Am the Messenger

	Book Awards

ALA Best Books for Young Adults Recognition
ALA Notable Books for Children

Printz Medal Winner

	Additional Information
Jack Gantos Website- http://www.jackgantos.com/
Hole in My Life Book Review http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m0PBX/is_6_38/ai_n7180038
Hole in My Life Reading Guide http://www.massbook.org/reading_guides/hole_life_guide.pdf


Item #20
	Bibliographic Information

Garden, Nancy. Annie on My Mind. Farrar Strauss Giroux, 1982, $8.00 (paperback), 234 pages, ISBN 0-606-29150-4

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, lesbian relationships

	Summary
Liza, the senior class president at Foster Academy has many promising prospects after graduation. For a time, her life improves for the better as she becomes best friends with Annie upon a chance meeting at the Metropolitan Museum of Art.  However, Liza risks her future once she acts on her deeper feelings.

	Annotation
Liza and Annie become best friends like many other teenaged girls, but go against social norms when they decide to pursue a romantic relationship.

	Evaluation
Many adhere to a basic premise that individuals turn to homosexuality as a result of living in a dysfunctional home. Garden blows that myth by characterizing Liza and Annie as well adjusted high school students.  The girls' discomfort with acting on their feelings and having their relationship revealed is part of the course.


	Promotion/ Use
Selecting this book will require an awareness of the neighboring community.  Since homosexuality is not part of the K-12 curriculum, it would be risky to include it in the school library collection.

	Read Alikes
Boock, Paula, Dare Truth or Promise
Myracle, Lauren, Kissing Kate

Peters, Julie Anne, Keeping You a Secret

	Book Awards

ALA Best Books for Young Adults Recognition
ALA Margaret A Edwards Life Time Achievement Award
ALA 100 Most Challenged Books

Booklist Reviewers Choice

	Additional Information
Author Nancy Garden http://www.nancygarden.com/
Author Update http://cynthialeitichsmith.blogspot.com/2005/09/author-update-nancy-garden.html
National Organization for Research & Therapy of Homosexuality Book Review http://www.leaderu.com/orgs/narth/annie.html


Item #21
	Bibliographic Information

Giles, Gail. What Happened to Cass McBride? Little Brown & Company, 2006, $16.95 (hardcover), 211 pages, ISBN 0-316-16638-3

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, suspense, kidnapping, revenge

	Summary
Kyle Kirby kidnaps and submerges popular Cass McBride in a pile of dirt due to her cruel rejection of his brother Dave shortly before he commits suicide. As she grasps for every breath, Cass must rely on survival skills taught by her calculating father in order to withstand Kyle's taunts and stay alive.

	Annotation
Both Cass McBride and Kyle Kirby slowly confront inner demons after he buries her alive.  

	Evaluation
What Happened to Cass McBride grips audiences.  Time ticks away, yet moves slowly as detectives attempt to discover Cass and her captor before it’s too late.  

	Promotion/Use
Giles’s work belongs in a repertoire of novels designed to educate students on bullying. Effective marketing of this work will increase circulation, even with male and struggling readers.


	Read Alikes
Anderson, Laurie Halse, Twisted
Asher, Jay, Thirteen Reasons Why

Werlin, Nancy, The Rules of Survival

	Book Award

ALA Best Books for Young Adults Recognition

ALA Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers

	Additional Information

Gail Giles Website- http://www.gailgiles.com
Kids Lit Review- http://kidslit.menashalibrary.org/archives/012370.html
YA Novel & Me by Gail Giles http://notjazz.livejournal.com/


Item #22
	Bibliographic Information

Green, John. Looking for Alaska. Dutton Books, 2005, $15.95 (hardcover)
221 pages, ISBN 0-525-47506--0

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, cliques, high school

	Summary
Miles Halter (Pudge) attends Culver Creek, a boarding school in Alabama to get away from his "blah" existence in Florida. He uncovers truths about love, sex, pranks, and growing up from his roommates Chip (the Colonel), Takumi, Lara, and especially Alaska.  They join forces against the wealthy weekday warriors and head administrator Mr. Starnes (the Eagle).

	Annotation
At Culver Creek, Miles (Pudge) learns about the facts of life through his new found friends.

	Evaluation
Today’s teens will relate to the experiences of these characters. Green raises issues from cliques, premarital sex, conformity, and suicide that will resonate with many YA readers. Some will find graphic depictions of these occurrences unsettling. 

	Promotion/Use
Looking for Alaska addresses high school life, but may not be appropriate at a school library due to the overt sexual and drug references.

	Read Alikes
Lynch, Chris, Inexcusable
Westerfield, Scott, Uglies

Zevin, Gabrielle, Elsewhere

	Book Awards

ALA Teens Top Ten

ALA Printz Award Winner

	Additional Information

John Green: Author of An Abundance of Katherines and Looking for Alaska- http://www.sparksflyup.com/
My Space Site http://www.myspace.com/greatperhaps
Safe Libraries-Porn Pushers- ALA & Looking for Alaska http://www.safelibraries.org/pushers.htm


Item #23
	Bibliographic Information

Gregory, Julie. Sickened: the Memoir of a Muchausen Proxy Childhood.
Bantam Book, 2003, $24.95 (hardcover), 244 pages, ISBN 0553-80307-7

	Genre/Subject
non fiction, autobiography, psychological & child abuse

	Summary
Julie Gregory reveals a painful a form of abuse unknown to the American public called Munchausen by Proxy in her autobiographical account.  As a child, Julie's mother constantly sends her, her siblings and foster children to the hospital for invasive medical procedures in hopes of diagnosing a deadly condition.  The physical trauma and irregular schooling severally undercut Julie's mental and physical development. Julie discovers the truth of her mother’s insanity during a college psychology course. As Julie picks up the pieces of her life , she attempts to reconcile with her parents.  When she eventually visits her mother, Julie witnesses her mother's abusive patterns with her new step children.  Julie realizes she must act on her new found knowledge to stop the abusive cycle.  

	Annotation
Julie Gregory enlightens readers on the horrors of Munchausen by Proxy through her own horrific account.

	Evaluation
This book is a must read for counselors, psychologists, and educators who regularly interact with families.  Only those who have endured this form of abuse like Gregory can truly educate others on its deadly effects. Recently, Mrs. Gregory, Julie’s mother, has publicly denounced her daughter’s allegations. This may explain the suspension of Julie Gregory’s website.

	Promotion/ Use
Regardless of the current controversy, Munchausen by Proxy serves an educational purpose.  The work fits better in the psychology (150) section over the biography area (92) in the library.  

	Read Alikes
Clarkson, Wensley, Whatever Mother Says...: A True Story of a Mother, Madness and Murder

Dobie, Kathy, The Only Girl in the Car
Petzer, David, A Child Called "It": One Child's Courage to Survive
Sebold, Alice, Lucky: A Memoir

	Additional Information
Sickened Book Review http://www.allreaders.com/Topics/Info_33246.asp
“Sickened” MSBP Lies, Mother Wrongly Accused? 
http://www.portia.org/latest/sickened.html


Item #24

	Bibliographic Information

Hinton, S.E. The Outsiders, Viking, 1967, $16.99 (hardcover), 188 pages,
ISBN 0-670-53257-6

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, gangs, friendship, brotherhood

	Summary
The Curtis brothers Darry, Sodapop, and Ponyboy belong to a gang called the Greasers.  They square off regularly against their rivals the Socs.  The Socs appear to have everything going in their favor such as wealth and social status.  However, appearances become deceiving. Ponyboy and his best friend Johnny flee after he kills Soc leader Bob in a skirmish. Away from home, the two friends rely on each other and head gang member Dally until tragedy brings them back home. 

	Annotation
As members of the gang called the Greasers, Ponyboy Curtis & his brothers Darry & Soda, along with friends Johnny, Dally, and Steve defend their way of life at all costs. 

	Evaluation
The Outsiders continues to be used in secondary classrooms because of a wide student appeal.  Many students identify with the family dynamic and gang conflict.

	Promotion/ Use
The Outsiders belongs on a reader’s advisory list for boy readers.

	Read Alikes
Cormier, Robert- The Chocolate War
Sachar, Louis- Holes

Zindel, Paul-The Pigman

	Book Award

ALA Best Books for Young Adults recognition

	Additional Information 
Audio Interview with S.E. Hinton http://wiredforbooks.org/sehinton/
The Outsiders Movie & Book Site http://www.theoutsidersbookandmovie.com/
S.E Hinton Teacher Resource File http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/hinton.htm
S.E Hinton Website http://www.sehinton.com/
Teacher CyberGuide http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/out/outtg.html


Item #25
	Bibliographic Information

Jamison, Jayne (publisher), Seventeen 67(1), Hearst Communication, December/January 2007-08 issue, $3.00, 184 pages

	Genre/Subject
teen girl magazine

	Summary
This issue wrapped up the 2007 year with features on fashion, Christmas celebrations, internet predator, celebrities, fitness, and relationships.

	Annotation
Teen girls savor fun filled reading through a magazine they can call their own.

	Evaluation
The editors and publisher of Seventeen package the material for adolescent females. The displays are colorful and filled with pictures.  The short & concise articles center on fashion, make-up, dating, and other topics of interest to girls. Occasionally, a subject of societal importance such as internet harassment is included.

	Promotion/Use
This popular teen magazine circulates more than the majority of publications.  It requires little promotion due to its reputation.

	Read Alikes
Cosmo Girl
Cosmopolitan

Teen Vogue

	Additional Information
Hearst Publication Information http://www.hearst.com/magazines/property/mag_prop_seventeen.html
My Space Page http://www.myspace.com/seventeen_magazine
Seventeen Website http://www.seventeen.com/


Item #26
	Bibliographic Information

Konigsburg, E.L. Silent to the Bone. Antheneum,  2000, $15.95 (hardcover), 261 pages, ISBN 0-689-83601-5

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, family, child abuse, suspense

	Summary
Branwell Zamborksa is sent to a juvenile detention facility after au pair Vivian Branshaw accuses him of causing head trauma to his baby half sister Nikki. Branwell remains mute about the entire affair. Dr. Zamborska, Branwell's father, asks his son's best friend Connor to get Branwell to communicate the events of that fateful day.  Through this continual search for the truth, Conner & Branwell develop a bond they never had before.  


	Annotation
Conner goes to every measure to clear his traumatized best friend Branwell Zamborksa, from juvenile facility for allegedly dropping and shaking his baby twin sister Nikki.  .

	Evaluation
Even though teens will enjoy reading this book, Konigsburg addresses an adult audience.  She reminds parents to be aware of who is caring for their children.  The British au pair case of Louise Woodard comes to mind.

	Promotion/ Use
Even though this a YA book, this book fits within the parenting section.

	Read Alikes
Anderson, Laurie Halse, Speak
McCormick, Patricia, Cut

	Book Awards

ALA Best Book Award for Young Adults

	Additional Information

E.L Konigsburg http://kidspoint.org/columns2.asp?column_id=1145&column_type=author
Nancy Keane Book Talk http://nancykeane.com/booktalks/konigsburg_silent.htm
Powell’s Books http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/biblio?isbn=9780689836022&atch=h


Item #27
	Bibliographic Information

Korczak, Aral (publisher). LA Teen 2(5), LA Teen Magazine, Winter 2007, $3.99, 112 pages

	Genre/Subject
Latino teen magazine

	Summary
This issue wrapped 2007 with articles on fashion, soccer, travel, celebrity, social issues, etc.  

	Annotation
Welcome to LA Teen, a Hispanic magazine filled with selections for readers across cultures.

	Evaluation
Like most magazines, the picture filled articles are easy to read.  LA Teen differs by reaching for a broader audience. Male readers will likely gravitate towards the soccer and skating boarding articles. Plenty of fashion and celebrity features are available for female readers. Since most of the information is written in English, non-Hispanic audiences will enjoy pieces on well-known celebrities such as Vanessa Hudgens, World Cup soccer, immigration, and bilingual education.

	Promotion/ Use
Public and school libraries will benefit by promoting and displaying a high interest reading for the largest growing population segment.


	Read Alikes (include magazine at end of title, look at Amazon hits)
Ahora

El Sol

Que Tal?

	Additional Information

LA Teen Online http://www.lateen.com/


Item #28
	Bibliographic Information

Krovatin, Chris. Heavy Metal & You. Scholastic, 2005, $16.95 (hardcover), 186 pages, ISBN 0-439-73648-X

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, heavy metal music

	Summary
Heavy Metal enthusiast Sammy falls for preppy girl Melissa.  Their friends disapprove of their relationship. Sammy struggles to maintain his individuality as he attempts to hold on to her.  

	Annotation
Like so many before him, Sammy sacrifices his friends and interests for the girl he loves.

	Evaluation
Krovatin retells the common boy meets girl story for the MTV generation.  They will appreciate how Sammy pursues his passion for music and Melissa. 

	Promotion/ Use
If MTV or VH1 had a book of the month club, this would be at the top of the list.  Krovatin connects with this audience.

	Read Alikes
Cohn, Rachel & Levithan, David, Nick & Norah’s Infinite Playlist
Jones, Patrick, Nailed

	Book Award

ALA Best Book for Young Adults Recognition

	Additional Information
My Space Profile- http://profile.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewprofile&friendid=56218822
Pop Goes to the Library: Interview Chris Krovatin

http://www.popgoesthelibrary.com/2006/03/interview-with-christopher-krovatin.html


Item #29
	Bibliographic Information

Meyer, Stepahnie, Twilight, Little Brown & Company, 2005, $10.99 (paperback), 498 pages, ISBN 978-0-316-01584-4

	Genre/Subject
horror fiction, vampires, forbidden love

	Summary
Isabella Swan (Bella) moves from Phoenix to a small Washington town of Forks to live with her father.  The beauty and intelligence of Edward Cullen and his family immediately attracts Bella.  However, the rest of the school rejects them for being too   intimidating.  Gradually, Bella falls in love with the Edward Cullen even after discovering he’s a vampire.  Edward tries to undercut Bella's interest as he struggles with his own feelings. Once Edward brings Bella into his world, he vows to protect her from danger at all costs.

	Annotation
Bella confronts the painful realities of falling for vampire Edward Cullen.

	Evaluation
Stephanie Meyer reaches across audiences in her use of the vampire genre for narrating a love story.  Incurable romantics appreciate the tension between the star crossed lovers. Gothic aficionados find the exploits of the Cullen family fascinating.  The suspenseful conclusion keeps readers on the edge of their seats.

	Promotion/ Use
More copies of Twilight will be sold after the movie version of the novel comes to theatres this year. The combination of horror and romance make Meyer’s works ideal Halloween or Valentine’s Day reading.

	Read Alikes
Bray, Linda, A Great & Terrible Beauty
Rowling, J.K, Harry Potter & the Deathly Hallows

Westerfield, Scott, Uglies

	Book Award

ALA Best Book for Young Adults recognition

	Additional Information

First of Twilight saga
Official Website- http://www.stepheniemeyer.com/
You Tube Twilight- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ao6iW6Iixp4
Vampire Genre- http://www.vampiregenre.com/author-overviews/stephanie-meyer/


Item #30
	Bibliographic Information

Myers, Walter Dean. Fallen Angels, Scholastic, 1988, $12.95 (hardcover), 309 pages, ISBN 0-590-409425

	Genre/Subject
historical fiction, Vietnam War

	Summary
Since Richie Perry believes he has few prospects in Harlem, he enlists for Vietnam. He quickly forms a friendship with Harold (Peewee) Gates.  Peewee wants his girlfriend to wait for him to no avail.  Early in their tour, Perry and Peewee mostly complete surveillance and drills.  Perry believes he will return home due to a medical discharge or peace settlement. Unfortunately, the realities of war hit home as some of their comrades are killed in the line of duty.

	Annotation
Perry sand his new army buddy Peewee learn the horrors and politics of war first hand after joining the army during the Vietnam war..

	Evaluation
Dean Myers reminds us of the gruesome and painful realities of war. Fallen Angels parallels the current situation in Iraq.

	Promotion/ Use
This historical fiction novel compliments a Social Studies unit on the Vietnam War.

	Read Alikes
Downs, Frederick Jr., The Killing Zone: My Life in the Vietnam War
Myers, Walter Dean, Sunrise over Fallujah

Remarque, Erich Maria, All Quiet on the Western Front

	Additional Information

Learning about Walter Dean Myers http://www.scils.rutgers.edu/~kvander/myers.html
U.C Berkeley-Fallen Angels Packet http://iu.berkeley.edu/ousd/angels
Video Interview http://www.readingrockets.org/books/interviews/myersw


Item #31

	Bibliographic Information

Myers, Walter Dean. Monster. Illustrations by Christopher Myers. Harper Collins, 1999, $15.89 (hard cover),  281 pages, ISBN 0-06-028078-6

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, murder trial, prison life

	Summary
Steve Harmon, along with James King, faces trial for felony murder of Alguinaldo Nesbitt. In jail, Steve writes a play based on the trial with witnesses, gang informants, prosecution, defense attorney, family members, and high school film teacher as characters. Steve ends up in this predicament because of his association with the primary perpetrators of the deadly stick up.  The violence and chaos in jail terrify him.  He feels dispirited when his parents and his defense attorney Kathy O'Brien question his innocence.  Not surprisingly, Steve fears for his future.

	Annotation
Steve Harmon pays the price for being at the wrong place at wrong time.


	Evaluation
Monster effectively exams the judicial system.  Often times, the public and jurors formulate conclusions based on the appearances of those in the courtroom.  However, Dean Myers reminds readers how defendants are “innocent before proven guilty”.

	Promotion/ Use
Monster supports the school curriculum in two ways. The drama class may incorporate the script for a school play. Students in a Civics or U.S History class examine Steve’s story to highlight important features in the Bill of Rights.  

	Read Alikes
Draper, Sharon M., Tears of a Tiger
Farmer, Nancy, The House of the Scorpion
Lee, Harper, To Kill a Mockingbird

	Additional Information

Coretta Scott King Award Winner

Lit Plans: Walter Dean Myers- http://litplans.com/authors/Walter_Dean_Myers.html
National Book Award Winner

Official Home Page- http://www.walterdeanmyers.net/
Printz Award Winner

Walter Dean Myers- Monster http://www.northern.edu/hastingw/myers.html


Item #32
	Bibliographic Information

Paolini, Christopher. Eragon (Inheritance, Book 1), Alfred A. Knoff, 2003,
$18.95 (hardcover), 509 pages, ISBN 0-375-926608-2

	Genre/Subject
fantasy, dragons, chivalry

	Summary
Eragon lives as a fifteen year farm boy in a small community.  He finds a mysterious egg that turns into a dragon that will later be named Saphira.  Unbeknownst to Eragon, King Galbatrorix is also searching for the missing animal.  The Urgals, partnered with the king, kill Eragon’s uncle Garrow during this quest.  To avenge his uncle’s death, Eragon hunts for them with the help of the Saphira and former dragon rider Brom.  Brom teaches Eragon many tricks of the trade during their journey.  The three meet up with friends such as sorceress Angela and werecat Sorembum and confront their enemies Shade & the Urgals.  Eragon eventually rescues the mysterious & beautiful elf Aaya from evil Sahd.  In order to save Aaya’s life, he must return her to the king’s enemies the Varden without the help of Brom. Eragon must eventually decide where his allegiance lies.  This part concludes with a fierce battle between the Varden and Urgals.  Eragon’s journey concludes in the following saga. 

	Annotation
Eragon prepares for an unexpected life as a dragon rider through trials and tribulations.

	Evaluation
Eragon’s character compares with Luke Skywalker in the Star Wars trilogy.  Like Luke, Eragon slowly discovers his powers.  Brom assumes the Obi Wan Kanobi instructor role. Eragon also determines his destiny by choosing a side the conflict between the King Galbatroix and the Vardens.  That becomes easy once loved ones are killed by the king’s Urgal allies. 

	Promotion/ Use
Eragon belongs on reluctant & male reader advisory lists since it is an action packed fantasy.  A movie based on a book screening will further encourage others to explore the work.

	Read Alikes
Colfer, Eoin, Artemis Foul (Book One)
Funke, Cornelia, Inkheart
Stroud, Jonathan, The Amulet of Samarkand (The Bartimaeus Trilogy, Book 1)

	Additional Information

Official Website-  http://www.alagaesia.com/index.php
Powell Author Interview http://www.powells.com/authors/paolini.html
Shur’tugal//Your Number One Source for Everything Inheritance

http://www.shurtugal.com/


Item #33
	Bibliographic Information

Runyon, Brett. Burn Journals. Alfred A. Knoff, 2004, $17.95 (hard cover), 374 pages, ISBN 0375-82621-1

	Genre/Subject
non fiction, autobiography, suicide, recovery

	Summary
Brett Runyon first records his fascination with fire as an eighth grade student.  He includes a journal entry of burning the school locker room on fire.  In fear of getting expelled for that offense, he scorches himself in a similar fashion.  As Runyon heals at the hospital and other treatment facilities, he realizes how his action impacted him and his family.  He endures intense medical rehabilitation to resume a normal life.

	Annotation
Brett Runyon chronicles his pain staking recovery from the physical and emotional scars he inflicted on himself.

	Evaluation
Runyon warns readers of dangerous mindsets through his autobiographical account. Those recovering from any major physical trauma will find inspiration through Runyon’s story.

	Promotion/ Use
Copies of the book need to be available at medical libraries and treatment centers for patients and their loved ones.

	Read Alikes
Burroughs, Augusten, Running with Scissors
Kaysen, Susanna, Girl Interrupted
Levenkron, Steven, Cutting: Understanding & Overcoming Self Mutilation

	Book Award
International Reading Association Award

	Additional Information

MPR: ‘Burn Journals’ To the Brink of Suicide and Back    http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2006/03/22/brentrunyon
My Space- The Burn Journals- http://profile.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewprofile&friendid=27296838


Item #34
	Bibliographic Information

Sonnenblick, Jordan. Notes from the Midnight Driver. Scholastic Press, 2006 $16.99 (hardcover), 265 pages,  ISBN 0439-75779-7

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, community service, music

	Summary
The police arrest Alex Gregory for smashing his mother's car into a tree while intoxicated.  Judge Trent and Alex's mother arrange for his community service to be completed at a convalescent home.  Alex gets assigned with pain-n-the neck resident Solomon (Sol) Lewis.  As he spends more time with Sol, Alex slowly learns more about music and life. 

	Annotation
Alex Gregory gets more than he bargained for after given the opportunity to clean up his act.

	Evaluation
Sonnenblick’s tale touches readers.  First, Alex gets a chance to make amends for his actions. An unusual, yet meaningful friendship develops between Alex and Sol. In a surprising fashion, Judge Trent plays a significant role in the relationship between the two characters.

	Promotion/ Use
Notes from the Midnight Driver deserves serious consideration as the public library’s choice for the “One Town, One Book” program because the story speaks to teenagers, adults, and senior citizens.

	Read Alikes
Korman, Gordon, Born to Rock

Pfeffer, Susan Beth,  Life as We Knew It
Sonnenblick, Jordan, Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie

	Book Award

ALA Best Books for Young Adults

	Additional Information

Kids Lit-Notes from the Midnight Driver http://kidslit.menashalibrary.org/archives/011222.html
My Space Profile http://profile.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewprofile&friendID=58177999
Official Website http://www.jordansonnenblick.com/


Item #35
	Bibliographic Information

Soto, Gary, Buried Onions. Harcourt Brace, 1997, $17.00 (hardcover), 149 pages, ISBN 0-15-201333-4

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, Mexican American life, gangs

	Summary
Eddie makes ends meet by completing short term household projects throughout Fresno. However, he constantly looks over his shoulder for any sign of trouble. Eddie faces his biggest fear when Angel, a high ranking gang member, wants him to avenge the death of cousin Jesus.

	Annotation
As a Mexican American in an urban Fresno community, Eddie tries to find his own way against the odds. 

	Evaluation
Like Eddie, many struggle to advance beyond their original socioeconomic lot.  Young men and Latino residents will especially identify with Eddie’s experiences.  

	Promotion/ Use
Considering state and national demographic trends, Gary Soto’s works, like Buried Onions, need to be a part of the Spanish, YA, and multicultural literature collections.

	Read Alikes
Cisneros, Sandra, House on Mango Street
Martinez, Victor, Parrot in the Oven, Mi Vida

Soto, Gary, Baseball in April & Other Stories

	Book Award

ALA Quick Pick for Young Adult Reluctant Readers

	Additional Information

BiographySoto http://project1.caryacademy.org/echoes/poet_Gary_Soto/DefaultSoto.htm
Official Website http://www.garysoto.com/
Teacher Resource File http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/soto.htm


Item #36
	Bibliographic Information

Togashi, Yoshihiro, Yuyu Hakusho. Shonen Jump, 2003, $7.95 (paperback), 199 pages, ISBN 1-56931-904-9 

	Genre/Subject
manga, afterlife, redemption

	Summary
Almost everyone despises teenager Yohu Hakusho.  Not only is Yohu a gang banger & drug user, he disrupts the educational process during the few times he actually attends school.  However, Yohu is killed as the result of saving a young boy from being hit by a car.  His deed even surprises Budha.  As a result, Yuhu gets the opportunity to return back to life by passing a series of tests. With the help of Koenma, his afterlife guide, Yuhu must consistently assist those who were harassed by bullies like him. 

	Annotation
Despite his many misdeeds, trouble maker Yoyu Hakusho gets the chance to return back to life because he saved a young boy from death. 

	Evaluation
Togashi manages to make even an unsavory character like Yoyu sympathetic to readers..  Unlike the overwhelming majority of texts, this work must be read from right to left.  Togashi also uses only black & white to keep the focus on specific details of the plot and on characterization.  Since Yuhu’s story remains unresolved at the end, readers must continue on with the series to learn his fate.

	Promotion/Use
Yuhu Hakusho supports literature units related to second chances. Some will identify or hate Yuhu at the beginning, but more will appreciate the way he helps other characters in the afterlife. Comic book formats, like this one, especially interest struggling male readers.

	Read Alikes
Kishimoto, Masashi, Narato, Volume 1

Kubo, Tite, Bleach, Volume 1
Ohba, Tosugumi, Death Note, Volume 1

	Additional Information

Anime News Network Profile http://www.animenewsnetwork.com/encyclopedia/people.php?id=1608
Shonen Jump- http://www.shonenjump.com/manga/yuyuhakusho/


Item #37
	Bibliographic Information

Trueman, Terry, Stuck in Neutral. HarperTempest, 2000, $6.95(paperback), 116 pages, ISBN  0-06-447213-2

	Genre/Subject
realistic fiction, cerebral palsy, euthanasia

	Summary
Fourteen year Seattle resident Shawn McDaniel suffers from cerebral palsy.  Even though he comprehends many things around him, his family, teachers, and others consider him an invalid because of his inability to communicate with them.  Even though Shawn feels alive during his seizures, it horrifies his family members.  Shawn fears his father’s intent on performing euthanasia to resolve the problem.

	Annotation
Shawn McDaniel lives in a world where no one understands him. He wishes for a different life especially when his father considers ending it.

	Evaluation
When a family member suffers from cerebral palsy or any other disability, it takes a toil on the entire household. Shawn feels guilty and resentful for his family’s pain.  Mrs. McDaniel limits her working hours so she can assume the role of her son’s caretaker.  Mr. McDaniel divorces his wife.  Shawn’s siblings care about their brother, yet feel ashamed when they around him.  

	Promotion/Library Use
Stuck in Neutral teaches people to respect those who are different from them.  This supports lessons and activities on discrimination.

	Read Alikes
Bloor, Edward, Tangerine

Johnson, Angela, The First Part Last
Philbrick, Rodman, Freak the Mighty

	Book Award

ALA Best Books for Young Adults Recognition

ALA Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Readers

ALA Printz Award Winner

	Additional Information

Author Interview http://www.jubileebooks.co.uk/jubilee/magazine/authors/terry_trueman/terry_trueman_interview.asp
Official Website http://www.terrytrueman.com/


Item #38
	Bibliographic Information

Werlin, Nancy. Double Helix, Penguin, 2004, $15.99 (hardcover), 249 pages, ISBN 0-8037-2606-6

	Genre/Subject
science fiction, Huntington’s Disease, suspense

	Summary
Eli finishes high school without a clear sense of direction for his life.  His mother dies from Huntington's disease.  However, her association with famous scientist Dr. Wyatt lands Eli a job at Wyatt Transgencies.  His father disapproves of the arrangement.  After Eli begins his internship, he uncovers secrets about his family and medical condition.


	Annotation
Eli takes advantage of working with renowned scientist Dr. Wyatt to learn more about his medical condition.  In the process, he discovers his identity. 

	Evaluation
Are finding treatments for incurable diseases worth the emotional toil on human beings?  Nancy Werlin discusses the ethical ramifications of medical procedures through Eli’s relationship with Dr. Wyatt.  

	Promotion/ Use
Students could examine passages from Double Helix for class discussions on controversial scientific topics such as stem cell research or cloning. 

	Read Alikes
Anderson, M.T., Feed
Cooney, Caroline, Code Orange
Dickinson, Peter, Eva

	Book Award

ALA Best Books Young Adults Recognition

School Library Journal Best Book

	Additional Information

Interview with Nancy Werlin http://www.cynthialeitichsmith.com/lit_resources/authors/interviews/NancyWerlin.html
Official Website http://www.nancywerlin.com/


Item #39
	Bibliographic Information

Yang, Luen, Gene. Illustrated by Lark Pien. American Born Chinese. First Second, 2006,  $17.95  (hardcover), ISBN 1-56943-208-X

	Genre/Subject
graphic novel, Chinese mythology, school life

	Summary
Luen Yang connects three different stories into his tale.  First, the Chinese Gods un invite the Monkey King to their party.  In anger, the animal deity refuses to submit to their will and ends up in pile of rubble as a result.  Luen Yang introduces third grader Jin Wang meeting his classmates at new American school for the first time in his second account. Initially, only Peter Garbinsky befriends him.  Sadly for Jin, Peter moves away.  Eventually, Jin makes friends with another Chinese exchange student Wei Chen Sun.  They remain close until Jin hits on Wei’s girl.  For the final tale, Danny constantly switches schools after his cousin Chin-Kee embarrasses him during his two week visit.  When Danny finally explodes, all three stories abruptly come together.

	Annotation
Three distinct tales of a banished Monkey King, a Chinese-American elementary student, and frustrated American cousin comment on important Chinese values and eventually merge as one. 

	Evaluation
Luen Yang incorporates an unusual approach in this work. Throughout most of the graphic novel, Luen Yang describes three completely different events.  The reader only connects the dots through a specific occurrence.   The cartoon color photographs and short concise text engage audiences.

	Promotion/Use
American Born Chinese needs to be shelved in the multicultural/Chinese language rows as well as the graphic novel section.  This could be used as an upper-elementary story time or book talk selection during Chinese New Year.

	Read Alikes
Kim, Derek Kirk, Same Difference and Other Stories
Patron, Susan, The Higher Power of Lucky
Yang, Gene, Gordon Yamamoto And The King Of The Geeks

	Book Awards

ALA Best Books for Young Adults Recognition

ALA Printz Award Winner

National Book Finalist

	Additional Information

Humble Comics, Gene Yang Site- http://www.humblecomics.com
Interview Gene Luen Yang - http://www.the-trades.com/article.php?id=5053
Read About Comics- http://www.readaboutcomics.com/2006/08/28/american-born-chinese/


Item #40
	Bibliographic Information

Zusak, Marcus.  Book Thief. Borozi, 2005, $16.95 (hardcover), 552 pages, ISBN 0-375-83100-2

	Genre/Subject
historical fiction, Nazi Germany

	Summary
Lisel Memenger steals her first book after her mother abandons her and her little brother is killed at the icy railroad station.  Lisel’s finds solace through the Hubermanns adopting her.  At first, Lisel’s classmates laugh when she struggles to read. With the loving guidance of her adopted father Hans, she pronounces more words from the stolen Grave Digger’s Handbook. As Lisel pockets more books, she continues with her progression. Fran Hermann, the mayor's wife, becomes a willing accomplice to Lisel’s feats.  As tragic events unfold, Fran gives Lisel a black book to record her thoughts.  Lisel journals the following events as they unfold in her small Frankfort community: Her best friend Rudy runs across the field dressed up as Jesse Owens.  Jewish boxer Max, who is hiding in their home, dreams of fighting the Fuhrer.  Lisel reads to a devastated Frau Holtzapfel over losing her son in Stalingrad.  The girl fears for adoptive father Hans when he leaves for the battle front. The community hides in basements during Allie raids.

	Annotation
Words evoke a powerful message for a girl who survives WWII Germany.

	Evaluation
Unlike the majority of historical or biographical accounts on Nazi Germany, Zusak concentrates on the mindsets of average citizens during the time period.  The strength of the human spirit comes through these individuals who persevere during the most trying of times. 

	Promotion/ Use
World History and Language Arts teachers may consider Book Thief a viable alternative to the Diary of Anne Frank or Night for a World War II/Holocaust unit.


	Read Alikes
Frank, Anne, Diary of Anne Frank
Hegi, Ursula, Stones from the River
Wiesel, Elie, Night

	Book Awards

ALA Best Book for Young Adults

ALA Printz Award Winner
National Book Award Winner

	Additional Information

Book Review http://www.hackwriters.com/TheBookThief.htm
Official Site http://www.randomhouse.com/features/markuszusak/author.html


Media Items (41-60)
Item #41

	Title

At Game.Com-Girls Section Selections

	Copyright Information
Girly Trends- http://www.agame.com/game/Girly-Trends-3D.html
Love Quiz- http://www.agame.com/game/Love-Quiz.html
Make Up Barbie- http://www.agame.com/game/makeup-barbie.html

	Audience
teenage girls

	Summary
In Girly Trends, users dress a model up with an assortment of clothing, jewelry, hair pieces, and shoes.   Girls answer questions to determine an ideal date in Love Quiz.  A selected model receives a make over in Make Up Barbie. 

	Annotation
Female audiences uncover their dating and fashion interests by playing Girly Trends, Love Quiz, and Make Up Barbie.

	Evaluation
These At Game programs provide hours of fun, free, and safe entertainment for teenaged girls who enjoy fashion and dating.

	Similar Works
Cosmo Girl Fun & Games- http://www.cosmogirl.com/funandgames/
Dress Up Girl- http://www.dressupgirl.net/

	Additional Information

More free online games like these are  available http://www.agame.com/


Item #42

	Title

Audible Kids, Audio Books for Kids- K-12 readers 

	Copyright Information
Audible.com, Amazon 2008, http://kids.audible.com/adkd/site/k/homepageGuest.jsp?BV_SessionID=@@@@1689263935.1211058470@@@@&BV_EngineID=cccgadeedihgkmkcefecekjdffidfml.0

	Audience

students and adult users


	Summary

Audible Kids includes audible clippings of many popular & acclaimed YA works.  The user listens to the first two chapters of the work.  The narrator speaks as the main protagonist.  Acclaimed literature as The Outsiders, Twilight , Hole of My Life, Speak, Breathing Underwater are featured.

	Annotation

Experience the enchantment of YA literature through sound recordings from Audible Kids.

	Evaluation

Audible Kids supports youth literacy at all levels. Teens may listen to an assortment of thousands of books. These provide enough information for them to determine if the work is worth purchasing. Users may also access popular adult fiction and non fiction materials through the audio links. Grade level scrolls distinguish between middle school and high school selections.  

	Similar Works

Best Selling Audible Books for Kids- http://kids.bookvoices.com/
Downloadable Audio Books-

http://www.audiobooks.net/audiobooks_download.php?gclid=CNeC5oy2rpMCFScuagodcSGVog

	Additional Information

Users may find audio recordings of adult reading materials through 

http://www.audible.com
Three possible ways to contact Audible are as following:

Customer Service 

1-888-283-5051 (USA & Canada) 
Monday-Friday 9AM-10PM EST 
Saturday 10AM-7PM EST

Mailing Address 
Audible Headquarters 

One Washington Park.
Newark, NJ 07102 

Help Center http://audible.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/audible.cfg/php/enduser/std_alp.php


Item #43
	Title

“Becoming Jane”- PG

	Copyright Information
Becoming Jane (DVD). Starring Anne Hathaway, James McaVoy, Julie Walters, James Cromwell, and Maggie Smith. Directed by Julian Jarrold, Miramax,  2007, 120 minutes, $17.99, ASIN B000ZIZ0RA

	Audience

female viewers, Jane Austen fans


	Summary

Young nineteenth century English women like Jane Austen can only improve their livelihood through marriage.  However, Jane remains determined to marry for love. Thomas Lefoy, an arrogant law student, pays a visit to relatives who live nearby.  He quickly exasperates Jane beyond imagination.  Jane journals her relationships with Lefoy and other family members in what will become her most acclaimed work, Pride & Prejudice

	Annotation

Jane Austen defies expectations imposed by her English family and community to pursue her life long aspirations.

	Evaluation

Jane Austen’s story remains timely despite social advancements.  Today, women can marry and select any career of their choosing.  However, they are still expected to conduct themselves in a certain way.  Prim and proper mannerisms still rule the day.

	Similar Works

“Ella Enchanted”, Miramax, 2004 
“Shakespeare In Love”, Miramax, 1998

	Additional Information

Becoming Jane Fansite http://becomingjane.blogspot.com/
Becoming Jane Official Website http://video.movies.go.com/becomingjane/


Item #44
	Title

“Breakfast Club”- R

	Copyright Information
Breakfast Club (DVD). Starring Emilio Estevez, Anthony Michael Hall, Judd Nelson, Molly Ringwald, Ally Sheedy. Directed by John Hughes, Universal Studios, 1985, 98 minutes, $14.45 ASIN B0000A98ZP

	Audience

high school students

	Summary

Five high school students, from different walks of life, face the consequences for their misbehavior with an all day Saturday detention.  As they spend time together, they find they have much in common after overcoming their preconceived stereotypes.

	Annotation

A group of high students learn life long lessons on a fateful Saturday school. 
Like these 1980s teenagers, many people shape their opinions and feelings about others based on outside appearances.  Hughes reminds viewers of the adage of not judging a book by its cover through the exchanges among his characters.

	Similar Works

 “Pretty in Pink”, Paramount, 1986

“St. Elmo’s Fire”, Sony 1985


	Additional Information

 “The Breakfast Club” Script http://www.fortunecity.com/meltingpot/regent/827/script.html
The Unofficial Breakfast Club Quotes Page http://www.geocities.com/Hollywood/6327/TheBreakfastClub.html


Item #45
	Title

Dawson’s Creek Soundtrack

	Copyright Information
Songs from Dawson’s Creek, Various Artists Jessica Simpson, Paula Cole, Sixpence None the Richer, Curtis Stiger, Chauntel Kreviazuk. Sony Music, 1999, 14 tracks, $11.98 ASIN: B00000IMY8

	Audience

pop music fans, teenagers

	Summary

The Dawson Creek collection includes hits such as Sixpense None the Richer's “Kiss Me” and Paula Cole's “I Don't Want to Wait”. The acoustics and lyrics reveal themes of first love from “Kiss Me”, Curtis Stiger's “To Be Loved”, and Jessica Simpson's “Did You Ever Love Somebody”. Chantel Kreviazuk belts a beautiful ballad of home & family in “Feel Like Home”.  Heartbreak comes across through Sozzi's “Letting Go”, Adam Cohen's “Cry Ophelia”, and Shooter's “Life is a Bitch”.

	Annotation

The Dawson Creek soundtrack encompasses the show’s message through songs from 1990s top recording artists. 

	Evaluation

Music lovers who want a sample of popular music during the 1990s will appreciate this CD. Sixpense None the Richer’s “Kiss Me” and Paula Cole’s “I Don’t Want To Wait” rose to the top of the pop charts.  Even those who don’t watch the Dawson’s Creek will understand the themes of the show  by listening to the soundtrack. 

	Similar Works

“Felicity: Music from the Hit Television Series”, Hollywood Records, 1999
“One Tree Hill” -Various Artists, Maverick, 2003

	Additional Information

Dawson Creek’s Music Guide (coming back soon) http://www.dawsonscreekmusic.com/
The N- http://www.the-n.com/ntv/shows/index.php?id=593
Official Site for “Dawson’s Creek- http://www.dawsonscreek.com/


Item #46
	Title

“Election”-R

	Copyright Information
Election (DVD). Starring Matthew Broderick, Reese Witherspoon, Chris Klein, and Jessica Campbell. Directed by Alexander Payne, Universal Studios, 1999, 103 minutes, $9.98, ASIN B00001MXXJ

	Audience

high school students, political junkies

	Summary

Tracy Flick, an overachieving straight "A" student decides to run for Senior Class President.  All hell breaks loose when her social studies teacher Mr. McCallaster tries to crush her overzealous ambitions by encouraging Paul Metzler, the most popular student athlete who can not play football due to injury to run against her.  The zany situation is further confounded when Paul's younger adopted sister Tammy decides to run as well.

	Annotation

The Senior class election at Carver High pits the straight "A" overachiever against the most popular boy in school.  Mr. McCallaster, the well liked Social Studies teacher swings the vote. 

	Evaluation

In satirical way, "Election" alludes to how the political game is played even on a larger stage.  Should the most intelligent or most popular individual win?  Do ends justify the means in the way Tracy seeks to win the election and the lengths Mr. McCallaster goes to stop her?  Do Tammy's reasons of getting even with her brother Paul justify her even running?  The viewer ultimately makes these conclusions. 

	Similar Works

“Drop Dead Gorgeous”, New Line Home Video, 1999

“The Man in the Moon”, MGM, 1991
“Rushmore”, Disney Home Video, 1999

	Additional Information

“Election” Review http://members.aol.com/aleong1631/election.html

IMDb-“Election”  http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0126886/


Item #47
	Title

“Everwood” Season 2, Episode 1- (TV rating, PG)

	Copyright Information
Everwood-The Complete Second Season (DVD).  Starring Treat Williams, Gregory Smith, Emily VanCamp, and Tom Amandes. Creator Greg Berlanti,  2003, 44 minutes, ASIN B000LXH3SI (*The pricing and publishing information will be available as soon as Amazon makes it available for purchase.  I have burnt copies of Seasons 2-4.)


	Audience

Parents and teens

	Summary

In this first episode of season two of Everwood, the community grieves over the loss of favorite son Colin Hart. Dr. Brown, the man who performed his brain surgery, becomes the source of blame.  

	Annotation

Dr. Brown and the rest of Everwood grieve favorite son Colin Hart’s death. 

	Evaluation

This episode transitions from Season #1.  Previously, Dr. Brown found his soul after removing Colin Hart from a coma.  Now, the doctor is scorned from the town who once considered him a hero.  Dr. Brown’s son Ephraim and Colin’s girlfriend Amy must also come to terms with the painful loss.

	Similar Works

“Gilmore Girls” (DVD), Warner Home Video, Seasons 1-7, 2004-07
“Party of Five” (DVD), Sony, Seasons 1-3, 2007-08
“Seventh Heaven” (DVD), Paramount, Seasons 1-5, 2004-07

	Additional Information

ABC Family-Everwood- http://abcfamily.go.com/abcfamily/path/section_Shows+Everwood/page_Detail?CMP=KNC-evergreen&HBX_PK=Everwood&HBX_OU=50
Everwood Online- http://www.everwoodonline.com/


Item #48
	Title

“Harry Potter & the Chamber of Secrets”- PG

	Copyright Information
Harry Potter & the Chamber of Secrets (DVD). Starring, Daniel Radcliffe, Rupbert Grint, Emma Watson, Richard Griffiths, and Fiona Shaw. Directed By Chris Columbus, Warner Brothers, 2002,  161 minutes, $19.98, ASIN B00008DDXC

	Audience

general public, science fiction & fantasy movie buffs

	Summary

During this segment of the Harry Potter series, Harry escapes with his friend Ron to complete his second year at Hogwarts.  Duddy, a Yoda-like dwarf tries to stop Harry because his life is in danger.  Students who are not from pure wizard families are mysterious traumatized by unknown forces, including Harry's friend Hermomine. After Professor Dumbledore is forced to resign and Ron’s sister Ginny is kidnapped, Harry must confront the evil forces within the Chamber of Secrets.


	Annotation

Harry Potter’s adventure continues as a second year student at Hogwarts.  He must discover the secrets behind the hidden chamber to save the lives of his best friend Hermomine and other classmates.

	Evaluation

It’s difficult to follow the intricacies of Harry Potter films without reading the actual novel or viewing the first film. The special effects and suspense appeal to thrill seekers.  Columbus leaves out gore and offensive language for younger viewing audiences  

	Similar Works

“The Chronicles of Narnia-The Lion, Witch, and Wardrobe”, Buena Vista, 2005
“Lord of the Rings” series, New Line, 2001-04

“Pirates of the Caribbean” series, Walt Disney, 2003-07

	Additional Information

Official J.K Rowling Site http://jkrowling.com
Official Warner Brother’s Site http://harrypotter.warnerbros.com/


Item #49
	Title

High School Musical 2 Soundtrack-

	Copyright Information
High School Musical 2 Soundtrack, Composed by Robbie Nevil, Matthew Gerrard, and Tim James. Artists High School Musical Cast, Disney Music, 2007, 11 songs, ASIN B000QCTGIE

	Audience

teenagers, High School Musical fans

	Summary

The high school company begins with anticipation of summer fun with “What Time Is It?  Certain characters seek their identities in “Fabulous” and “I Don’t’ Dance”.  Troy and Gabriella express their intense feelings for each other in “You Are the Music in Me”, “Gotta Go My Way”, and “Every Day”.  The concluding song “All for One” compares with “We Go Together” at the end of “Greece”. 

	Annotation

The High School Musical crew sing for summer fun and romance.

	Evaluation

Even listeners who have not seen High School Musical (like myself] pick up on the major concepts of the film through the soundtrack. Disney includes lyrics for music goers to sing along.

	Similar Works
A Disney Channel Holiday, Disney, 2007
Hairspray (Soundtrack to Motion Picture), New Line Records, 2007
Hannah Montana 2: Meet Miley Cyrus, Disney, 2007


	Additional Information

High School Musical 2 Lyrics

http://www.allmusicals.com/h/highschoolmusical2.htm
Official Disney High School Musical Website http://disney.go.com/disneyvideos/television/highschoolmusical/


Item #50
	Title

“Juno” –PG 13

	Copyright Information
Juno (DVD). Starring Ellen Page, Michael Cera, Jennifer Gardner, and Jason Bateman. Directed by Jason Reitman, Twentieth Century Fox, 2007, 96 minutes, $29.98, ASIN B000YABYLA

	Audience

teenage girls, mothers

	Summary

Sixteen year old Juno becomes pregnant by her best friend Paulie Blicker.  Shortly afterwards, she sees the Lorings’ ad to adopt the baby in the Penny Savior. Even though Juno believes they are the ideal couple to raise the child, she must still endure a nine month pregnancy as a high school student.

	Annotation

Juno faces the same dilemma as 1 million pregnant teenaged girls.  She decides to put her baby up for adoption, but the process is not as smooth as she anticipates.

	Evaluation

“Juno" addresses teen pregnancy in a no-nonsense matter.  Instead of bemoaning their fate, Juno and her family continue on with their daily lives knowing the nine month pregnancy will come to an end.  The adoption process also impacts the marriage of the perspective parents. The slapstick humor and slang also attract teen audiences.

	Similar Works

“Fifteen & Pregnant”, Lifetime, 1998

“For Keeps?” Sony, 1988

	Additional Information

Official Website http://www.foxsearchlight.com/juno/
You Tube Trailer http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0SKf0K3bxg


Item #51
	Title

King Com-Selected Game & Reality Shows

	Copyright Information

Biggest Loser  http://www.king.com/opengame_play.jsp?language=en_US&game=kalorie_king
Deal or No Deal http://www.king.com/opengame_play.jsp?language=en_US&game=dealornodeal

	Audience

gamers, game & reality TV show fans

	Summary

Biggest Loser players try to move to blocks of nutritious foods by removing junk food and catch good items for pts. In Deal or No Deal, users click quickly on the roving low money amounts to receive higher offers.

	Annotation

Relive your favorite game & reality shows like Biggest Loser and Deal or No Deal through King.com.

	Evaluation

For people who enjoy well known TV programs and gaming, King.com is the place to go.  The fun games last approximately 30 seconds. Downloading speed depends on the computer processor and internet access.

	Similar Works

Buzzle.com http://www.buzzle.com/chapters/computers-and-the-internet_games-and-puzzles_online-game-shows.asp
Online Game Show Links- http://internetgames.about.com/od/gameshowgames/Online_Game_Show_Games.htm
Riddler.com- http://www.riddler.com/

	Additional Information

Other free online gaming programs are available on http://www.king.com/
For additional information, please contact 

Midasplayer.com Ltd.
PO Box 44757
London SW1W 0WQ
England                                                                                                                                         or talktous@king.com


Item #52
	Title

“Kyle XY”-Season One, Episodes 1-2- (TV Rating, 14)

	Copyright Information
Kyle XY-The Complete First Season (DVD) Starring Matt Dallas, Marquerite MacIntyre, and Bruce Thomas.  Directed by Mike Rohl, Buena Vista Home Entertainment/Touchstone, 437 minutes, $39.99, ASIN B000NOKFGW

	Audience

science fiction fans, teenagers

	Summary

An unidentified teenage boy walks around naked from the woods to a small town community.  The boy can think, but can't orally communicate with others.  The police lock him up for indecent exposure.  Nicole, a social worker, takes the boy in and names him Kyle, after the officer's brother.  Nicole and her family are mystified with his abilities to remain awake, complete a 1 hour intelligence test, and fight a police officer.  They can't get over his non-existent belly button.  A mysterious man in a truck holds the answers.

	Annotation

Kyle XY resides in a world that is alien to him. With the help of the Trager family, Kyle slowly adjusts to his new environment.

	Evaluation

In this unusual science fiction program, Kyle draws in audiences through his abilities and sensitivity.  Audiences identify with members of the Trager family.  Viewers must view more episodes to uncover more truths about Kyle.

	Similar Works
“The 4400” (DVD), Paramount, Seasons 1-4, 2004-08 
“Roswell” (DVD), Twentieth Century Fox, Seasons 1-3, 2004-05

‘Smallville”, (DVD), Warner Home Video,  Seasons 1-7, 2003-07

	Additional Information

Kyle XY Fans http://www.kylexyfans.com/
Official Website http://www.kylexy.net/


Item #53
	Title

“Laguna Beach: The Real Orange County” Season One, Episodes 1-6, (TV rating 14)

	Copyright Information
Laguna Beach-The Complete First Season (DVD). Starring Lauren Bosworth, Kristin Cavallari, & Taylor Cole. Directed By Roland Joffe, Paramount/MTV,  2005, 226 minutes,  $ 29.98, ASIN B0009CTVLS

	Audience

high school students

	Summary

Lauren narrates the story of a group of high school students residing on Laguna Beach. However, they confront problems like other teens. The first six episodes center on Stephen, Lauren, and Kristen's love triangle.  Lauren accepts her status as Stephen's friend, but wants more.  Stephen and Kristen continue their on again and off again romance.  These characters confide in their group of friends.  The subjects of the episodes also include college acceptances, spring break, parties, and friendships.

	Annotation

A small group of high school students live the life and all it entails on Laguna Beach.

	Evaluation

On the surface, many teenagers probably dream of having the wealth and advantages of their Laguna peers. However, these students have similar needs.  Even with their material possessions, they want love, happiness, and a meaningful future.

	Similar Works

The Hills-Complete Seasons 1,2 (DVDs) (2006-07)
The O.C-Complete Seasons 1,2,3,4 (DVDs) (2004-07)

	Additional Information

Official Website- http://lagunabeachonline.org/
Season One Information- http://www.mtv.com/ontv/dyn/laguna_beach_season_1/series.jhtml


Item #54
	Title

“Mean Girls” –PG 13

	Copyright Information
Mean Girls (DVD). Starring Lindsay Lohan, Rachel McAdams, and Tina Fey.

Directed by Mark Walters, Paramount Pictures, 2003,  96 minutes, $ 14.98
ASIN B0002IQJ8W

	Audience

teenage girls

	Summary

Throughout most of her life, Cady was home schooled in Africa.  As a sixteen year old Junior, she attends a public high school for the first time. She struggles to fit in until Regina, the most popular girl in school, takes her under her wing. . Once Cady admits to liking Regina's ex boyfriend Aaron, Regina cruelly takes him back.  Cady exacts her revenge on Regina with the help of two students who originally befriended her.  Once Cady's schemes work, Regina loses her popularity.  However, Cady’s attitude changes as she becomes immersed with the "plastics". She plays dumb and gossips about her friends & Calculus teacher behind their backs. Once Regina uncovers of Cady's schemes, she fights back in the most malicious way.

	Annotation

Cady undermines her integrity by applying the rules of the jungle, in a cut throat & underhanded way, to achieve popularity.  

	Evaluation

“Mean Girls” underscores the cruel nature of student cliques and popularity, especially for girls.  Students bully, gossip, and perform other cruel actions to move up the social ladder.

	Similar Works

“Clueless”, Paramount, 1995
“Ten Things I Hate About You”, Touchstone, 1999

	Additional Information

Girl World Fanlisting for Mean Girls http://www.ever-lasting.net/meangirls/
Official Website http://www.meangirls.com/
Wiseman, Rosalind. Queenbees and Wannabees (basis for the movie)


Item #55
	Title

“The Outsiders”-PG-13

	Copyright Information
The Outsiders (DVD). Starring Matt Dillon, Ralph Macchio, C. Thomas Howell, Patrick Swayze, and Rob Lowe.  Directed by Francis Scott Copola, Warner Home Video, 1983, 91 minutes, $14.98, ASIN B00002E237

	Audience

teenage boys

	Summary

Ford Coppola mostly follows S.E Hinton's The Outsiders.  The Greasers and Socs remain rival gangs.  He focuses on the ramifications of Johnny's killing lead Soc Bob.  Ponyboy and Johnny run away with the help of Dallas Winston.  The tragic conclusion follows closely with the text.

	Annotation

Ponyboy and Johnny get caught in the crossfire between rival gangs the Greasers and Socs.

	Evaluation

It’s interesting how Ford Coppola casted many future film & media stars such as Matt Dillon, Ralph Macchio, Diane Lane, and Rob Lowe in this film. By highlighting certain events, Coppola discriminates towards certain actors more than others.  As a result, Dallas Winston (Dillon) plays a more pivotal role compared to Ponyboy’s brothers Darry (Swayze) or Sodapop (Lowe).  “Stay Gold” worked as the leading song because it connected with an important message in the film. However, Bruce Springsteen or John Mellancamp should have sung the lyrics instead of Steve Wonder. They would have better communicated the urban Midwestern feel of the film compared to the Wonder’s melodic voice.

	Similar Works

“Rumble Fish”,  Universal Studios, 1982
“Stand By Me”, Sony Pictures, 1986

	Additional Information

New York Times Movie Review http://movies.nytimes.com/2005/09/09/movies/09choi.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
The Outsiders Book & Movie Site http://www.theoutsidersbookandmovie.com/
The 80s Movie Rewind http://www.fast-rewind.com/outsiders.htm


Item #56
	Title

“The Perfect Score”-PG 13

	Copyright Information
The Perfect Score (DVD). Starring Chris Evans, Bryan Greenberg, Scarlett Johansson, Erika Christensen, Darius Miles, and Leonardo Lam, Directed By Brian Robbins, Paramount/MTV, 2004, 92 minutes, $9.98,ASIN B0001ZX05Q

	Audience

high school students

	Summary

For different reasons, six students concoct a scheme to steal the SAT answers from Education Testing Services.  Kyle, the leader of the group needs a 1420 to fulfill his dream of being accepted into the architecture program at Cornell.  Matty, Kyle's best friend, earned insufficient SAT scores to attend the same university as his girlfriend. Matty and Kyle enlist the help of school web designer Francesca, whose father owns the ETS building.  Three other students Ana, Desmond, and Roy join them.  Even though Ana is poised to become the salutatorian, she chokes on the PSAT.  With the end goal of playing in the NBA, Desmond needs a 900 to attend St. Johns on a basketball scholarship. Roy, a drug addict & underachiever, takes part after overhearing Kyle and Matty’s plan.

	Annotation

The SAT drives six high school students to a desperate measure which could impact their lives long after the exam.

	Evaluation

Robbins highlights the problem of the SAT being a make or break exam for high school students.  It’s surprising there haven’t been more cases like the one depicted in the film. 

	Similar Works

“Accepted”, Universal Studios, 2006

“Stealing Harvard”, Sony, 2002

	Additional Information

Entertainment Weekly Movie Review http://www.ew.com/ew/article/0,,584306,00.html
Official Website http://www.perfectscoremovie.com/indexflash.html


Item #57
	Title

“Quinceanera” -R

	Copyright Information
Quinceanera (DVD), Starring Jesus Garcia, Emily Rios, and Chalo Gonzalez, Directed by Richard Glatzer & Wash Westemoreland,  Sony Picture Classics,  2006, 91 minutes, $14.95, ASIN B000K2Q7CI

	Audience

teenagers, Latino viewers

	Summary

Magdalena can't wait for her 15 birthday when she celebrates her Quinceanera.  She witnessed her cousin Eileen’s incredible celebration with all the trimmings. Unfortunately, Magdalena grows up the hard way after winding up pregnant despite not going all the way with her boyfriend Hermann. Like her trouble maker cousin Carlos, she faces the scorn of most family members and friends. 

	Annotation

Magdalena must grow up beyond her years even before the traditional rite of passage through the Quinceanera.

	Evaluation
Quinceanera introduces the American public to an important Mexican cultural tradition.  Due to the current demographics, collection developers need to seriously consider including this film into the AV collection.

	Similar Works

“Real Women Have Curves”, HBO, 2002

“Walk Out”, HBO, 2006

“Volver”, Sony Pictures,  2007

	Additional Information

Documentary of a Quinceanera- http://www.laquinceaneradocumentary.com/
Movie Reviews- http://www.metacritic.com/film/titles/quinceanera
You Tube Movie Trailer-
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SxnuwI6Xqbg


Item #58
	Title

“Simon Birch”-PG

	Copyright Information
Simon Burch (DVD). Starring Ian Michael Smith ,Joe Mazzelo, Oliver Platt, Ashley Judd.  Directed by Mark Steven Johnson, Walt Disney Video, 1998, 114 minutes, ASIN 630526886X

	Audience
Middle school students, general public

	Summary

Based on John Irving’s novel A Prayer for Owen Meany, Jim Carrey narrates the amazing tale of a twelve year old boy named Simon Birch.  People marvel at Simon’s knee high size.  He further baffles community members with his firm belief of being an instrument of God.  Simon’s best friend Joe Wentworth also faces public scorn as the bastard child.  His mother Rebecca refuses to divulge his father’s identity.  Simon's mission and the Wentworth's secret are revealed through untimely events.

	Annotation

Despite his size and exacerbating personality, Simon Birch impacts the lives of residents in a small New Hampshire community  

	Evaluation

Simon Birch touches the human spirit through his perseverance and sense of humor.  Many long for a special friendship like Simon & Joe.

	Similar Works

“The Cure”, Universal Studios,1995

“The Mighty”, Disney, 1998

“Pay It Forward”, Warner, 2000

	Additional Information

IMDb Film Information http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0124879/
Joesph Mazzelo Fan Page-Simon Birch http://www.jmfanclub.com/simonbirch/
You Tube Video http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GGpty7I4_EA


Item #59
	Title

“The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants”-PG

	Copyright Information
Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants (DVD). Starring Alexis Biedel, America Ferrera, Amber Tamblyn, and Blake Lively. Directed by Ken Kwapis, Warner Brothers, 2005, 119 minutes, $12.98, ASIN B000AM4PEK

	Audience

teenaged girls, women

	Summary

Ann Brashares film adaptation of Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants stars four leading young adult actresses from Alexis Biedel to America Ferrera.  Before the friends go their separate ways during the summer, they find a pair of Levis jeans that surprisingly fits each of them.  The girls come of age while wearing the pants. Bridget attracts a hunky college coach at soccer camp in Mexico.  Lena falls in love with Costas, a member of a rival family. During a visit with her absentee father, Carmen must confront his marrying another woman.  While stuck at a dead end job at home, Tildie befriends Bailey, a twelve year old girl dying of leukemia. 

	Annotation

Four of today’s most popular young female actresses assume the roles of best friends who become closer through a pair of jeans that magically fits them all.

	Evaluation 

During the film documentary, author Ann Brashares comments how Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants addresses important issues teenaged girls face in an honest & heart felt manner.  The four friends maintain meaningful relationships with each other.  This contrasts from other popular YA works such as Mean Girls” and Gossip Girls“with teenagers cruelly inflicting pain on others.

	Similar Works

“A Cinderella Story”, Warner, 2004
“Princess Diaries”, Walt Disney, 2001


	Additional Information

Official Warner Brothers Site http://sisterhoodofthetravelingpants.warnerbros.com/
Sisterhood Central http://www.randomhouse.com/teens/sisterhoodcentral/home.html


Item #60

	Title

WOW Hits 2006

	Copyright Information

WOW Hits 2006, Various Artists Steve Curtis Chapman, Amy Grant, Chris Tomlin, Michael W. Smith, WOW Gospel Hits, 2006, 32 tracks, $17.99, ASIN B000B66PUC

	Audience

Evangelical Christians

	Summary

This modern Christian compilation emphasizes important messages such as faith, perseverance, trust, forgiveness, healing, etc.  Selections from well known artists such as Steven Curtis Chapman, Michael W. Smith, and Amy Grant are included.  

	Annotation
WOW Hits 2006 gives contemporary Christian music fans an hours worth of their favorite hit songs.

	Evaluation

Young adults gravitate towards the acoustic guitar and pop music style of these lyrics over traditional hymns.  Therefore, churches will increase the attendance of these parishioners by including some of the tracks into the worship services.  However, it is certainly time consuming to listen to all the tracks on the CD. I gravitated towards songs I knew such as “Healing Rain” by Michael W. Smith and Chris Tomlin’s “Holy is the Lord”. It is likely worship leaders would also select more familiar tunes and artists as well.

	Similar Works

 “WOW Number #1s”: 31 Greatest Christian Music, Various Artists

“WOW Worship: Yellow” (Extra Tracks), Various Artists


	Additional Information

Christian Music Bank- http://www.christianmusicbank.com/
Christian Music Online http://www.cmo.com/\

Higher Praise http://www.higherpraise.com/HigherImpact.htm


