Colton High School Reflective Journal
Week #1-August 27-September 5, 2008

I embarked on my second career as a high school librarian at Colton High School.  So far, I have applied nothing from my library science courses into my new job situation.  The scenario follows along these lines-“textbooks, textbooks, and more textbooks”. It’s incomprehensive to imagine unless you have been there.  CHS comprises of a population of 3200 students and 150 teachers.  When I opened the doors to the school library on August 27, I was literally in shock.  The room was an absolute cesspool of textbooks and boxes.  The situation was further compounded by the fact that the barcodes for scanning the books into the system were unavailable.  Jose Calderon, CHS Library Assistant and I waited almost a week into the school year before they arrived.   The math teachers were especially anxious since students were unable to check out textbooks.  We had enough barcodes for the advanced math classes.  We also provided the teachers class sets to get them started.  Even when the barcodes were ready, it took more man power than the two of us just to get the hundreds of boxes out of the auditorium to scan in the first place.  Fortunately or unfortunately, depending on the point of view, the RSP teachers were able to help due to schedule balancing of their students.  I was internally grateful for their help.  It made it possible to get the math students their materials by the beginning of the second week.  

Week #2-September 8-September 12, 2008

On Monday and Tuesday, the library was absolute chaos as classes of math students came to check out their textbooks.  On Wednesday, things seem to tapor off quite a bit.  We now have the student library aides taking the bulk of the clerical work.  I was actually able to communicate with the Gale representative about the library database and sent an email to English teachers about scheduling appointments for I Google presentations at the computer lab. I am hoping the library will be available for school wide use by Monday of next week.
Week #3-=September 15-September 19, 2008

I implemented my first I Google Presentation for a freshmen English class in the computer lab.  What a headache!  So many freshmen struggled to even set up their accounts that I had to rush through the resources available. There also were not enough computers for every student as well.  I figured out some of the problems from the student generated password and swirly phonemically confusing Google username that were the source of the problem.  During the weekly collaboration, I observed the Read 180 teachers at work.  They teach the students who are reading two-three years below grade level.  As a school improvement site, they are required to follow this program as means of improving test scores.  Students take a computer generated test to determine what Lexile reader they can choose for assignments.   They detested reading the lower level books, mostly because they were labeled as such.  There was a discussion if students preferred to read a more interesting ,higher level book.  Finally, I spent as much available time as possible examining the Gale and EBSCO database trials to order those on the school network. One advantage of being a School Improvement School was that money was available.  However, the tech coordinator expects me to make a quick decision on what to purchase.  In my spare time, I scrambled to catalog as many of the new materials as possible.
Week #4-September 22-September 26, 2008

I refined the I Google Presentation from the previous week when Ms. Miller’s classes came in for a demonstration.  Many students had problems getting into the system.  That was due to the user name required by Google.  The phonemic lettering and fonts were rather difficult to read.  I figured out ways on how users could get around that problem.  

However, I organized the lesson for the students to set up a home page and then a school page.  As I monitored student progress, I found they focused a lot more on retrieving recreational sites.  I did encourage a balance between fun and education, but it went to much the other way. When later classes come for visits, I will start with the school section and make sure they include the school and academic features more.  I will then take the last few minutes on recreation. I spent a few hours on Tuesday at a Purchasing 2000 training. This is a program I must use to purchase materials for the library collection.  The different codes from the lottery, instructional materials,  and library accounts were rather confusing.  The process is also precise.  If I skip a step, the order will not go through.  I was further reminded about the academic emphasis during collaboration with the AP English teachers.  I took portions of a practice AP English exam and failed miserably.  I did not have enough time to answer the questions thoroughly.  I realized test taking strategies are of utmost importance.  The test also focuses heavily on classic literature.  The library has a pretty decent collection for these novels.  It still would not hurt to check.  On Thursday, I got to meet with fellow librarians throughout the district at a meeting at Ruth O Harris Middle School.  The focus centered on administrative matters such as the Follett Circulation/Textbook upgrade. Many librarians expressed frustration over the limited support of textbook distribution.  I heard WASC has accredited some the school libraries, but not mine.  That would provide further insight on the best ways of operating the library.   At the end of this week, I found out how much money I will get to spend on materials.  I had the library aides look over magazine subscription and book websites to add books & magazine to the collection
Week #5-Monday September 29-Friday October 3, 2008

I collaborated with Mr. Drake on constructing Google Docs and Calendar, two applications I had not previously used.  It took a little practice, but it worked.  I finally learned how to use Purchasing 2000 to order best selling novels for the library.  To renew the circulation program, Mr. Calderon, the library tech requested a budget transfer to funds allocated for the library.  Magazine orders are also on the way.
Week #6-Monday October 6-Thursday October 9, 2008

Mrs. Lacy and Sotello asked if I could come up with websites and resources for their speech classes.  I first examined the print collection at the library.  In the 800 section, I found samples of plays and poems that would work nicely. I also retrieved websites of audio performances of poems and political speeches as well.  I found one terrific site called American Rhetoric.com that included audio clippings of famous speeches, like Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream Speech” and Barack Obama’s “Keynote Speech at the 2004 DNC Convention”.  The most noteworthy site since movie clips of noteworthy scenes was also available.  The actual implementation did not work as I hoped.  First, the students had already selected their speeches prior to the library visit.  I also arranged for time at the computer lab where they could see the clippings and hear the speeches.  However, that second lesson did not materialize due to a lack of communication.  The class scheduled for time at the computer lab on a different day from our original plan.  Before I could resume planning for Teen Week, a huge shipment of Spanish textbooks arrived.  These needed to be unloaded, barcoded, and stored before anything else could be done.
Week #7-Monday October 13-Friday October 17, 2008

I implemented the Greek mythology unit lesson plans with Mrs. Baker and Sotello’s classes this week.  During the previous I retrieved relevant resources on the internet.  I also created a Scavenger Hunt handout where students would uncover different facts about their Greek Gods (ie. Role, family members, friends/enemies, personality traits, quotes related to them, etc.).  I also prepared a database Power Point to introduce students to the EBSCO database (I later created one for Gale after it was purchased). 
On the day of the lesson, students met with me at the computer lab on their assigned days.  After giving them a handout of the information, I introduced them to EBSCO Host.  I explained how it was an invaluable resource for all homework assignments and research papers for all subject areas. I had students practice retrieving information related to their Greek God using EBSCO host.  Some figures were easier to find than others.  I then requested for students to use the remaining URLs before utilizing a Google search.  I reminded them how all the information was available on the handout.  I monitored their progress after the demonstration. 
Weeks #8-Monday October 20-Friday October 24, 2008

Students began an inventory of the library collection this week.  They scanned the literature into the Follett circulation system to get an accurate count of the available reading materials.  I also drafted a collection development policy.  Most of the policies were already set in place.  I addressed a few areas not mentioned such as storage space, necessary resources, and textbook allocation.  I planned To Kill a Mockingbird Unit for Mrs. Baker’s English class.  I found out how she will begin that section after winter break. I also began planning for Teen Read Week.

Week #9-Monday October 27-Friday October 31, 2008-Halloween/Teen Read Week
The student aides, Mr. Calderon, and I set the plans in motion for the Teen Read Week and Halloween celebration.  I combined both activities into one since the theme “Take a Bite Out of Books” parallels with the season.  I provided a sketch for the display cases and signs.  Mr. Calderon and the students created the displays.  I came up with the idea of a horror book mark contest to correspond with the event.  Before Halloween Week, I also sent Mrs. Garcia, the principal’s secretary an announcement of the event for the school bulletin.  Students would draw book marks related to horror fiction.  On Halloween, 2008, library visitors voted on the best design.  On the ballot, they briefly explained the reason for their choice. The winner received a Twilight book.  They also got to sample of Gruesome Drink (assortment of fruit juices and Halloween candies) while listening to Halloween songs. 

Week #10-Monday November 3-Friday November 7, 2008-
I had the student aides remove the Halloween displays to arrange the book shelves for Thanksgiving.  I assisted one of Mr. Monticero’s Spanish classes with a geography project. I introduced them to the EBSCO database system in the process.  I attended my school department meeting and WASC meeting as head of the library department.   I began preparing resources for ELD and SDC department.
Week #11-Monday November 10-Friday November 14, 2008

This was a slow week at the library.  I did little additional planning or promotion since my E-Portfolio for Library 289 was due Monday November 17.  I did attend the ELD department meeting on Wednesday.  I gained some insights about the instruction and outreach of these students.  I began writing the second newsletter about their “day”.  I also included the Math/Science field trip for a second article.  
Week #12-Monday November 17-Friday November 21, 2008

My main role this week was to set up the library for Mr. Dollins 10th Grade English classes to begin their research on the poets and songwriters.  I took an hour to find and sort the materials in the library.  Originally, I had hoped to give an EBSCO/GALE database demonstration in the computer lab, but other teachers had scheduled for that time.  Mr. Dollins sent students who were researching less known authors to use the 8 library computers.  For the most part, the students were on task.  I experienced a problem with Mr. Dollin’s fifth period class on the day a substitute teacher took over.  Mr. Calderon, the library tech informed me of the previous policy of rescheduling library visits when a teacher is absent to avoid this problem.  I also pondered on if enough computers would be available for major research projects later in the school.   Due to a shrinking state budget, I will need to apply for grants to acquire extra computer equipment.  On Friday, I attended the CSLA conference (I included more of what I learned in the Elementary Reflections). I filled out the necessary paperwork for an absence.  However, I did not call for a substitute librarian because I figured the library tech would be able to take over in my absence.  I later learned the library was closed for the day because he fell extremely ill.  In most circumstances, either Mr. Calderon or I could assume full library responsibilities when one is absent.  On the first day back from Thanksgiving break, I drafted a policy for a substitute who would need to take over if both of us are out.
Week #13-Monday November 24-Friday November 28, 2008- Week of Thanksgiving Break

Week #14-Monday December 1-Friday December 5, 2008-

I got back into the routine this week.  Ms. Graham’s class used library resources for a Greek mythology unit on Tuesday.  Mostly, I was inundated with meetings throughout the week.  I attended the department chair, teacher-collaboration, and WASC meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday. I briefly conversed with the home economics department during the collaboration time to show case their class ginger bread houses and quilts in the XMAS display case.  Besides arranging a XMAS exhibit, the library aides assisted with the planning of a “Merry Books” program for December.  Students and teachers will begin bringing wrapped used or new books to the library.  On December 19, I will raffle off these prizes to students who regularly visit the library.  I also drafted a proposal to elicit English teacher participation in the California Reader Young Medal project.  Finally, I met with the activities director to discuss fundraising for second semester book club.
Week #15-Monday December 8-Friday December 12, 2008

The lesson for this week is flexibility.  I scheduled meeting with SDC teachers was canceled.  I also set up the library for last minute sessions with two teachers during the same week.  With the help of the curriculum specialist Mrs. Graybill’s help, I finally got the district to authorize my book, magazine, and circulation system authorization.  I learned my orders didn’t go through, even after adding the school plan to the request, due to minor technicalities.  
