Reflections of Elementary School Experiences

Overview:
Determining how to get elementary school hours was a daunting task.  There are no credential elementary school librarians at my school district.  Even if certified professionals were available, the hours make it virtually impossible to collaborate in person.  I also commute a1.5 hour round trip each day to work.  Therefore, there would be no opportunities to collaborate with educators in my hometown.  In fact, the local school districts don’t have credential librarians on staff either.  I came up with other ways to get an elementary school experience.

I hope future Library 295 students who are working full time at one setting are not subjected to having to arrange 60+ hours of fieldwork at a second site.  In reality, many of the job skills are transferrable with a few notable exceptions.  Both elementary and secondary librarians must understand curriculum, read literature, evaluate a collection, collaborate with teachers, manage daily operations, and create budgets. Besides the obvious maturation disparities among the students, only a few differences exist.  Elementary schools concentrate more on Accelerated Reader compared to secondary institutions.  High school librarians spend more time instructing students and staff on educational databases instead.

Since I was unable to regularly interact with elementary school librarians, I accomplished the goal of better understanding their role from the following activities.
Biane Public Library

I volunteered for 20 hours for the Children’s Reading Enrichment Program at the Biane Public Library in Rancho Cucamonga, Ca.  I helped supervisor Allen Callaci set up for family nights.  During the first meeting, Allen went over the requirements for the reading program.  The children would work two hours a week with a volunteer.  The parents had to remain in the library during that time. I read a children’s story to the children during that time.  Since I was on the substitute list, I only got to assist the children for a couple of sessions.  At the beginning, the children recited the vocabulary words for the lessons.  They read a story at their appropriate Lexile level.  During the reading, I ask students comprehension questions to check for understanding.  They answered questions after completing the literary work.  Finally, students wrote 3-5 sentences paragraph on a topic related to the story.  If time permitted, we played vocabulary games.  During the last few days of the program, I assessed the children’s progress.  I determined how well they pronounced words from a word list, phonemic grouping, and short stories.  I also evaluated their comprehension.  On the last day of the program, the children celebrated their success at a Christmas party.  They listened to stories, sang, and played games.  
Collaboration with Kathleen Pena

My collaboration with Kathleen Pena, a third grade teacher at the West Covina School District was extremely limited.  First, our schedules made it virtually impossible to meet in person.  I only communicated with her at a local support group.  She is also expecting at the end of December.  During her baby shower, Kathleen mentioned some resources she needed for her third grade class.  I sent her the list of websites she might find useful.  
Professional Development
I included professional development with my elementary school hours because the skills I acquired through these trainings would prepare me for work in any school settings.  I followed the previous Colton High School librarian’s advice and joined the California School Library List Serv.  I also started reading reviews from the online links from VOYA and School Library Journal (SLJ).  Since SLJ is on the school database, I can look through articles there.  I browse through reading reviews and other library gadgets from the I Google Page on a regular basis.  To gain an even better awareness of YA literature, I will also subscribe to VOYA with my own funds.  I will incorporate three particular sessions from the CSLA convention in my professional practices.  I have already introduced the idea of bringing in the California Young Reader Medal novels into next year’s English curriculum with a few teachers in the department.  I also began delving through a list of numerous grants as a way of acquiring additional funds into the library.  I also learned of a new Web 2.0 device called Jing where I can create direct demonstrations of the lessons & directions.  Due to scheduling conflicts, I have yet to meet with my CLA mentor.  However, I will communicate with her after the holidays.
Webpage

I spent many hours designing the webpage using another Google page. For K-2, I included sites centering on reading, math, and recreation since students are mostly learning how to read.   For 3rd-6th grade, I added science and social studies since more emphasis is placed on grasping academic content in the upper grades.  I concentrated first on the third grade section to assist Kathleen Pena.  Through this process, I found many of the educational sites include links for most of the other elementary grades.  As a result, users will find an overlap with the website listings. 
